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Bridges 
Saint Paul  Area Synod 

Winter 2016/2017  
Volume 27 

 Number 1 

A communications link between the Synodical Women’s Organization & its women 

NEEDED!  Bridges Editor 
If you would like to  assist us with 

editing our newsletter,  

please contact Diane  Henning @  

651-402-0493, 651-707-7257, or  

diane@actmanagementinc.com. 

Thank you. 

 
What is coming up for the Saint Paul Area 

Synodical Women’s Organization? 
 

 

 Soup Luncheon:   
 February 4, 2017 
 10:30 am —1:00 pm 
 Christ the King  
 1900 Seventh Street NW 
 New Brighton 
 Join us for good soup,  
  good company, and good conversation. 
 
 

 Spring Convention:   
 May 5 & 6, 2017 
 St. Philips Lutheran Church  
 1401 15th Street West 
 Hastings, MN 
 See Page 8 for more information 
 
 

 Triennial Convention:   
 July 13-16, 2017 
 Minneapolis 
 Keynote Speaker will be 
    Nobel Prize Winner 
      Leymah Gbowee  
          from Liberia 
 See page 3 for more  
  information 
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Diane Henning 
Saint Paul Area Synodical Organization President  

  
 

And on that very starry night, Joseph and Mary 

traveled to Bethlehem.  Knowing that Mary’s time 

was coming soon, Joseph must have been wor-

ried and Mary perhaps beside herself.  The Barn 

was the only place for them to stay.  No Hiltons, 

Radisson Blue or Embassy Suites in site!  Pa-

tience!  How did they do it!  Being patient can be a 

difficult.  Although looking back on their situation, the 

Angels came, the Shepherds and later the Three 

Kings brought gifts.  Patience paid off for them.  Jesus 

was born as prophesized and everyone was excited 

to see Him.  Glory be to GOD for this special gift 

given to us.  Blessed to BEE a Blessing! 

 

Patience is not always my strong suit when I am in 

traffic on a daily basis trying to get to a meeting or 

work or a Women of the ELCA Board Meeting.  I 

really try to be courteous on the road, it just doesn’t 

help to get upset.  We are all going the same direction 

and trying to get there safely.  Somedays I am ex-

hausted when I get to the office after other drivers are 

not patient and take risks that are not necessary.  You 

see while I am in the car I spend time thinking about 

my surroundings and the people in the other cars – 

what are they experiencing in their lives that make 

them take chances in their vehicle.  And my family – 

I want to see them again and again.  I have two 

grandchildren that mean the world to me!  I am excit-

ed to get texts or emails from them with updates of 

their busy lives.  I love getting the same messages 

from my son Troy or daughter-in-law Ingrid telling me 

how their day is going or updating me on an event or 

the health of a family member. 

 

I have learned that if you are in a hurry the end result 

is not always positive.  How about you?  Were you in 

a hurry and anxious about getting a job done and 

break a limb?  Sometimes being in a hurry makes us 

miss the good parts of the day, a smile from another 

driver, waving a thank you for letting them cut in front 

of you, and taking shortcuts because of impatience is 

never a good idea and can result in consequences 

you can’t imagine or maybe you can.  I could go on, 

but I won’t.  Take your time.  Enjoy the scenery! 

 

During the past few weeks I had the opportunity to 

enjoy a play at the Guthrie called the Lion in the 

Winter.  It was excellent!  Although I was not familiar 

with the play, it was actually a story about family dy-

namics.  The Christmas Carol is also playing current-

ly and if you have never been to the new Guthrie, 

please find a way to go. I also took the tour of the 

Guthrie and found it to be so interesting as why and 

how they made the move to the new site.  It is on the 

river, wonderful scenery and lights, glass areas to 

view the outside.  Try eating at Spoon River across 

the street – excellent food and dessert!    It was an 

opportunity to divert my mind from the daily traffic.  It 

was truly a beautiful experience with talented men 

and women sharing their craft. Events during the 

evening reminded me of the value of having patience, 

not letting anything disrupt the peaceful vibes during 

the season of Christmas.  Take a deep breath!  Enjoy 

this time!  Enjoy the music!  Enjoy the lights!  Who 

would think a play would bring to mind patience? As I 

watched and listened, I marveled at the talent and 

time of the dedicated actors in the play. These men 

and women had to have patience to finesse their 

memory and listen to the directors so to portray a suc-

cessful performance.  Everyone worked hard so we 

could enjoy the play.  We were Blessed! 

 

Many times during the evening the word patience 

came to mind. Have you ever waited in line for the 

bathroom at a venue?  But in that waiting and pa-

tience, I met some wonderful people.  Each had com-

ments about the play!  Take a deep breath!  Enjoy the 

moment!  Enjoy this season – there is a reason for 

that starry night!  Driving out of the parking ramp, I 

was reminded of patience again. Listen to the music 

in your vehicle or talk about your experience – what 

was your favorite thing or listen to WCCO! 

 

Patience and Waiting is a given these days. We wait 

in lines. We wait on the phone. We wait for something 

to come in the mail. We wait for medical test news. 

We are always waiting for something, and we can 

choose to wait patiently or to stress ourselves and 

others out more because of the way we react to the 

situations that slow us down.  Many people also wait 

for a kind word from someone we love or a stranger. 

We wait for a smile or a nod or to be noticed so we 

Continued on page 3 
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feel that we matter. Decorated Christmas trees and 

music may sooth us for a few moments, but it takes 

work to learn the art of patience. If we can’t be pa-

tient with ourselves, how can we be patient and share 

that kind word or that smile with others?  Mary and 

Joseph were patient – we can learn a lot from 

them. 

 

Be patient and enjoy the quiet moments of music and 

Christmas cheer. Be patient with yourself and then 

pass on a kind word or a smile, and maybe you will 

pass on patience that will add to the light of the 

world.  We are Blessed to be a Blessing to others!  

God continue to bless you and your family. 

Triennial 2017 will be in Minneapolis, MN! 
                   July 13-16, 2017 
The Theme All Anew!   
Romans 12:2, Psalms 104:30, 2nd Corinthians 4:16, Titus 3:4-5 
 

Registration is open.   
Cost:  $310 until January 6, 2017 
    $350 after January 6, 2017 
One day cost: $175.  Girls ages 13 to 18 pay $100 up through January 6, 2017 and after that their cost 

is $150.  Under age 13 is free. 
Registration forms are available online, womenoftheelca.org or check with your church group (each 
congregation received a copy by mail). 
 
In order for the Saint Paul Area Women of the ELCA to be recognizable at the Triennial, we will again be 
wearing straw hats with yellow ribbon.  Ask around for someone who has attended in the past to learn more 
about our straw hats or email wandahurtgen@gmail.com. 
 
The Triennial needs volunteers in various capacities, some very easy and simple.  Women with com-
puter skills and translators are also needed. 
 
Consider sharing a hotel room with some friends!  It is going to a great time. 

Triennial Scholarships are now closed.  Many women have indicated a need for assistance.  
We will assist as many as we are able!   

Looking for a mission project?   

Check the LSS website for many options.  Cleaning Kits, Toiletry Kits, School Supply Kits 
 
The Refugee Services is collecting the following items.   
Call 612-879-5291 for more information. 

Do you have an extra stew pot or sauce pan with a lid or frying pan/skillet?  Other items 
they need: cleaning buckets, broom and dust pan, garbage can and bags, dish soap, 
sponges, teapots, toilet brush, toilet paper, multi-purpose cleaner, bath towels, small waste-
baskets, bar soap for hands, laundry detergent, vacuum, Rice Cooker, Gift Cards for cloth-
ing or shoe stores. 

Continued from page 2 

Café is an award-winning Web-based magazine for young women who want to 
build Community, participate in Advocacy, strengthen Faith, and strive toward 
Enlightenment (CAFE!). It incorporates a Lutheran perspective for women of 
Christian faith or simply for any woman who is interested in how faith can relate 
to the issues that women face today. Sign up at www.womenoftheelca.org to re-
ceive email alerts to new issues of  Café today! 

mailto:wandahurtgen@gmail.com
http://www.boldcafe.org/
http://www.boldcafe.org/
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Tuesdays at Two 
Tuesdays @ two is a prayer reminder for women to pray on  

Tuesdays for Board members, clusters and units.   
A schedule of concerns is published in each Bridges. 

Treasurer’s Report 
The Saint Paul Area Women of the ELCA voted at their last Board Meeting to 
assist the following organizations with monetary gifts. 
              Cherish All Children        $500 
              Women of the ELCA       $500 in addition to our regular offering. 
Thank you to the Women of the Saint Paul Area Synod for their generosity and 
gracious gifts shared so that others may be Blessed to be a Blessing!  Thanks 
be to God. 
 
Mail offerings to:   
Darlene Sigstad, 3701 Sun Terrace,  White Bear Lake, MN   55110 

    Questions may be directed to Darlene:   
     treasurerswo@gmail.com  OR  651-653-6445 

January 3 Remember in prayer all those that live in war torn countries, that 2017 may be the year that 
brings peace to them. 

 
January 10 Pray for all those that have no warm clothes and no warm place to go in these cold winter 

months.  Pray that they are able to find food and shelter. 
 
January 17 Pray that the violence toward one another in our country end and that the legacy of the Rev. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. be remembered on the anniversary of his birth. 
 

January 24 Pray for all those that bear office in our Nation, the president, congress, the governor and leg-
islature of our state. 

 
January 31 Continue to pray for Bishop Lull and the leaders of the St. Paul Synod as well as Presiding 

Bishop Eaton as they lead the ELCA into the new year.    
 
February 7 Pray for the churches in Guatemala and Tanzania, that they continue to bring the message of 

the Gospel of Christ in their countries. 
 
February 14 Pray in thankfulness for all the leaders of the church – Sunday School teachers, Council Mem-

bers and all others that work within the church. 
 
February 21 Pray that we take a Sabbath moment each day, a time to meditate with God asking him to 

bring rest for both our bodies and tired spirits. 
 
February 28 As we enter the season of Lent, pray for a season of reflection and preparation before the cel-

ebration of Easter.  
 
March 7 Continue to pray for all those who have lost their jobs and consequently have lost their homes.  

Pray that our churches and communities will give support in the time of need.  
 
March 14 Pray for those that are working on the Synodical Women's Conference to be held May 5th &6th 

and for the presenters at the Conference may inspire us to continue to grow in faith.  
 
March 21 Pray in thankfulness for our Military, past and present, that serve our country so we can have 

the freedoms we have.  
 
March 28 Continue to pray for the protection of all abused and exploited children and women throughout 

the world.  Pray that their perpetrators are apprehended and brought to justice. 
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WHAT GET'S YOUR GOAT? 
 
Short Answer= ELCA Good Gifts      
 
Long Answer = A  donation to help poor villagers have a livelihood that lifts 
them out of poverty and gives them food and things to sell and trade.  Goats 
only weigh about 50 to 60 pounds and eat a lot of different vegetation.  Goats survive in 
rough settings like mountains or deserts.  Goats can provide milk. cheese and hair.  Train-
ing on how to care for the goats is also provided.  
 
ELCA Good Gift goats are only $50 a goat.   
A great thing would be to provide funds  toward a herd.   
 
Send donations to SWO treasurer:  
 Darlene Sigstad, 3701 Sun Terrace,  White Bear Lake, MN   55110 
 
Bless you - Jackie Boorman 

450,000 Liberians rely on the Phebe Hospital for life-saving medi-
cal care. Phebe Hospital is currently powered by diesel genera-
tors, and faces the day-to-day challenge of blackouts due to equip-
ment failure and/or fuel disruption. There is one natural solution to 
this problem - SOLAR POWER. RREAL has already begun prelim-
inary phases of constructing a solar micro-grid for Phebe Hospital, 
but additional funds are needed now.   
 
Churchwide ELCA and Churchwide Women of the ELCA have endorsed the Phebe Hospital Mission. Con-
gregations in the ELCA are challenged to give $100 to match a National Geographic Challenge Grant and 
provide hope for Phebe's future through solar energy.  
 
This Christmas, as we celebrate the LIGHT of CHRIST coming into the world, we invite your church to join 
the challenge to give a $100 Congregational Gift to SOLAR POWER FOR PHEBE in response to the Nation-
al Geographic Matching Grant.  

It's a gift that will light Phebe Hospital for generations to come - time is limited,  
please accept this challenge today!  

Challenges will be accepted electronically (church or personal credit cards are accepted). Go to RREAL's 
homepage (www.rreal.org) and click Phebe 100 DONATE at the bottom right of the page; or go to https://
my.rreal.org/Phebe100 to accept the Phebe $100 Christmas Challenge.  
 
Thank you in advance for accepting this monetary challenge to 
meet the needs of God's people in another land. Together, as 
the ELCA Body of Christ, we can do great things when we boldly 
participate in what God is up to in the world!  

Phebe Solar Christmas Challenge  

Giving Ideas  
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MISSION COMMUNITY    
Goal:  To enable each woman to value her and others as disciples created in God’s image and re-

deemed through Jesus Christ; and to build up and celebrate relationships that are global,  di-
verse, and interdependent.        

In the wake of the protests and hate mongering follow-

ing the presidential election, it is hard not to give in to 

anger and fear. Anger that people feel so free to belit-

tle, threaten, and attack those who are different from 

them. Fear that the very things that make America the 

great country it is, our inclusive freedoms and values 

which have been won at great cost, may be stripped 

away by an administration which appears to value ho-

mogeneity over diversity.  We must keep asking our-

selves to choose love, not hate. To keep looking to 

God for strength and resolution, not to our fellow hu-

mans. Hurtful, hateful things continue to be thrown 

about. Random violence continues.  This does nothing 

to reconcile our differences and build bridges enabling 

us to work together. It further divides and disenfran-

chises those are already feeling disenfranchised.  We 

must stand together. 

Racial slurs painted on bathroom walls in high 

schools.  Threats, even some on post-it notes, against 

individuals and groups of people.  Protests, anger, 

and anguish.  Fear.  None of these events or emo-

tions were the intended outcomes of this year’s presi-

dential election.  Not the intended outcomes, but cer-

tainly the reality America is facing now.  People on 

both sides politically are reacting to the Trump win.  

Some people feel emboldened to act on their hate.  

Others protest the election, the acts of violence being 

perpetrated, and the electoral college.  It seems that 

no matter with which political party one aligns, there is 

cause for action and reaction. 

A friend’s daughter fears for her marriage.  She and 

her wife are newlyweds.  Young, educated, profes-

sional women who fear that the new climate in Ameri-

ca may put their life together, or their very lives, at 

risk.  A beautiful, young, Jewish college student, 

wakes to find swastikas painted on her dorm room 

door.  Muslim men, women, and children fear being 

rounded up and put in internment camps as was done 

to the Japanese during WWII.  Hispanic families fear 

deportation and families being split because of legal 

status.  An ecumenical religious conference taking 

place in San Antonio, Texas felt compelled to send 

out warning letters to participants because of the polit-

ical climate.  People complain of anxiety stemming 

from the uncertainty of what the next four years will 

bring.  So much anxiety that colleges have actually 

brought in counselors and cancelled classes at vari-

ous campuses around the nation.  What does this 

mean for us as Bold, Lutheran Women?  It is a call 

to pray, a call to act, a call to love. We must point 

the way to Christ, be the light.    

There is a television commercial right now that ap-

pears to be a reaction to this climate of fear.  The 

song, “Put A Little Love in Your Heart”, plays with a 

variety of people singing.  There are a number of 

organizations listed as the video runs through snip-

pets of daily life.  I believe that these companies 

and organizations are the sponsors of the commer-

cial.  They are not selling anything but love.  

Put A Little Love In Your Heart 
Jackie DeShannon 

Think of your fellow man 
Lend him a helping hand 

Put a little love in your heart 
You see it's getting late 
Oh, please don't hesitate 

Put a little love in your heart 
And the world will be a better place [x2] 

For you and me 
You just wait and see 
Another day goes by 
Still the children cry 

Put a little love in your heart 
If you want the world to know 

We won't let hatred grow 
Put a little love in your heart 

And the world (and the world) will be a better place 
All the world (all the world) will be a better place 

For you (for you) 
And me (and me) 

You just wait (just wait) 
And see, wait and see 

Take a good look around 
And if you're looking down 
Put a little love in your heart 

I hope when you decide 
Kindness will be your guide 
Put a little love in your heart 

And the… 
 

Isn’t that what we all need to do right now?  Re-

spond with love.  That is what the Bible clearly 

says.  Jesus gave two commandments virtually 

summing up all ten that went before: 

Continued on page 7 

https://www.google.com/search?newwindow=1&q=Jackie+DeShannon&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLSz9U3MMyOL0yJBwDbkB7PDgAAAA&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiK68mzj7XQAhUl54MKHaAbB8gQMQggMAA
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Mark 12:30-31  

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 

all your soul and with all your mind and with all 

your strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your 

neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment 

greater than these.”  
 

Christ also admonishes us to not worry in Matthew 

6:25-34 (NIV) 

Do Not Worry 
25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, 
what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what 
you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the 
body more than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the 
air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, 
and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you 
not much more valuable than they? 27 Can any one of 
you by worrying add a single hour to your life[e]? 
28 “And why do you worry about clothes? See how 
the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or 
spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his 
splendor was dressed like one of these. 30 If that is 
how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here 

today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he 
not much more clothe you—you of little faith? 31 So 
do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What 
shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the 
pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly 
Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first his 
kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things 
will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore do not wor-
ry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about 
itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. 

 
All the worry in the world, all the hate in the world, 
all the fear in the world will not change anything or 
make anything better.  The only thing that worry, 
fear, and hate can do is make things worse for in-
dividuals, groups, and our nation as a whole.  Hold 
fast, dear sisters in Christ, to the promises that our 
Lord and Savior has given us.  Cling to each other 
and the love that comes from above, a love that is 
so deep and so wide that we can never use it up, 
but rather let it overflow unto those around us.  
Take courage in knowing that “God has never 
failed us yet”, nor will He.  God’s got this.   
 
Tricia Niesche 

This prayer is an excerpt from the prayers offered during daily chapel November 9, 2016.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+12%3A30-31&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23310e
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FAIR TRADE Project  
Have you ever really read the outside of coffee packages? I 
have discovered that there is a lot of  good information on those 
packages. Just check out what is printed on the coffee bags la-
beled 'Fellowship Blend' of Equal Exchange Fairly Trade coffee 
products. It is part of the Fair Trade products sold through a min-
istry of the St. Paul Area Synodical Women's Organization. We provide this ministry not only to help the farm-
ers and artisans involved with SERW and Lutheran World Relief but also to provide a service to you, our local 
women, to bring these products closer to you and your taste buds.  

Extending Fellowship  
The farmers who grow this coffee are providing for their families, improving their communities, and caring for 
our planet through Fair Trade.  
Your purchase helps them to:  
 Support their families and stay on their land with better income and the support from their co-operatives.  
 Build their own businesses: As members of democratically run co-operatives, farmers gain control of their 

own livelihoods and make strides together in agriculture and quality control.  
 Improve their communities: With Fair Trade premiums farming communities make investments in educa-

tion, health programs, and social services.  
Gather 'round  ……….A warm pot of coffee is often the center of fellowship. From the coffee  
farmers' community to yours, this special blend celebrates the connection between us.'  

For more information go online at equalexchange.coop/community   

Gail Ahrens  

Spring Convention:  You won’t want to miss it. 
 Host church:  St. Philips Lutheran Church in Hastings  
 May 5th and 6th.  
 Theme: Lift High the Cross with Kindness and Love 
 Theme verse:  Titus 3:4-5 
 
Goats!  You just need to buy a goat!  ELCA Good Gifts! 
 
Just some of those presenters included are the following:  

 Helga Pay is our Banquet Speaker!  She is sure to tickle your funny bone! 

 Martha Wegner: Lifetime Struggles and Everyday Blessings Presentation 

 Jean Larson: An author and Workshop presenter on Parkinson’s Disease 

 My Neighbor is Muslim presented by Jen Luong, a seminary student and Triennial Voting 
Member 

 Drake Hamilton: Solar Community 

 Jessica Moes: YAGM Luncheon Speaker (Young Adult Global Missions) 
 
And more! Coffee & Chocolate Book signings Triennial information 
 
Material Offering will be Kids Kits for Camp Noah!  These kits include art supplies that are used 
at camp and then sent home with each camper.  ALSO, please bring tied fleece quilts to send to 
Camp Noah as well.  Use the Michael’s or Joann Fabrics coupons to purchase the kits – it is a worth-
while savings. 
 

WATCH FOR THE CONVENTION PACKET WITH DETAIL  
INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION. 
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SAVE THE DATE………. 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE GATHER BIBLE STUDY  2017-2018 

 

The 2017-2018 Introduction to the Bible Study will be held on Saturday September 16, 2017  
at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, North St. Paul.   

We will be Gathering Together for a mini-retreat to explore these upcoming lessons. 
 

The theme for Fall 2017 will be The Apostles Creed.  December will feature a Christmas devotional, 
and Winter/Spring 2018 is titled “Multiple Meanings:  Learning from Other Interpretations. 

Information and registration forms will be sent to all congregations in April 2017.  Please mark your 
calendars and plan for this informative day. 

Please contact Virginia Coller with any questions.  651-777-0584.  ginnacoller@hotmail.com. 

Bible Study at your church, in your home or at a nearby coffee shop?  Invite  
someone to attend, pick them up, buy their coffee and make them feel welcome to  
your group.  Include them in another activity at church.  This is how our organiza- 
tion started and some things don't change.  If you attend, it does not mean you  
have to read out loud.  Take turns and pass the opportunity to one another.  Feel  
comfortable in God's place of study. 

 

Winter 2017 Bible Study Schedule 

 

 January  No Other Gospel (Galatians 1:1-2:21) 
 February  Children of God through faith (Galatians 2:19-3:29) 
 March  Heirs of the promise (Galatians 3:24-4:31) 
 April  For freedom Christ has set us free (Galatians 5:1-6:18)  
 

Kit Kleinhans, a professor at Wartburg College, Waverly, Iowa, will share a four-session Refor-
mation Anniversary Bible study on Galatians: Christian faith and Christian freedom. 
 

"Biblical scholars describe Paul’s letter to the Galatians as the Magna Carta of Christian freedom," Kleinhans 
writes. "Martin Luther called it 'my Katie von Bora.' Like his marriage to Katie, Luther’s relationship with Gala-
tians was a rich and lasting one: over a period of 20 years, he published six commentaries on the epistle. Lu-
ther’s reformation was centered in the doctrine of justification by grace through faith for Christ’s sake, which 
he saw as the heart of Paul’s letter to the Christians in Galatia. It is also the heart of Paul’s–and–Luther’s 
message for us today." 

Summer 2017: All Anew 

 

Kelly Fryer will explore “All anew,” a three-session Bible study that shares the theme of the 2017 
Women of the ELCA Triennial Gathering in Minneapolis. She has also committed to lead the Bi-
ble study or a workshop at the triennial gathering. She will bring to this role the experience of a 
pastor, teacher, entrepreneur and communicator. 
 

Kelly has more than 20 years of experience in turning around ministries and organizations and 
has authored faith-related books including: 

Reclaiming the “L” Word: Renewing the Church From Its Lutheran Core 
Dancing Down the Hallway: Spiritual Reflections for the Everyday 
A Story Worth Sharing: Engaging Evangelism 

 

Previously, Kelly taught leadership at Luther Seminary (St. Paul, Minn.) and co-founded A Renewal Enter-
prise, a national firm that helps values-based organizations work more effectively. 
Many key concerns for Women of the ELCA (women’s health, ending human trafficking, working toward gen-
der equity, racial justice, poverty, education, etc.) are part of Kelly’s current work as the executive director for 
the Young Women’s Christian Associations (YWCA) in Southern Arizona.   

GATHER BIBLE STUDY   
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2016—2017  Saint Paul Area Synodical Women’s Organization 

Executive Board Members 

President  

Diane J. Henning  

651-402-0493 or 651-707-7257  

diane@actmanagementinc.com 

St. John’s, Lakeville  (S)    

 

Vice President  

Gail Ahrens    

651-739-1551  
ahrens-michael@comcast.net  

Lutheran Church of Peace/ 

Maplewood  (SE)   

Secretary  

Sue Long  

651-331-1015  

prescottbirders 

@centurylink.net   

Gloria Dei, St. Paul (SC)   

Treasurer  

Darlene Sigstad 

651-653-6445 

treasurerswo@gmail.com 

Redeemer,  

White Bear Lake (EC) 

Board Members  

Marianne Adelmann 

612-309-8404 

marianne.adelmann@gmail.com 

Mount Calvary, Eagan (S) 

Mission: Action 

South Cluster Liaison 

 

Jackie Boorman   

651-436-5430  

jjboorman@live.com  

Christ, Lake Elmo (EC)  

Mission: Action 

South Central Cluster Liaison   

 

Susan Fredricksen 

651-430-1111  

terisu1981@gmail.com  

Our Savior’s, Stillwater (EC) 

Mission: Community 

East Central Liaison 

 

Clarice Johnson  

612-305-0491  

claricelj@gmail.com  

Spring Lake, North Branch (N)   

Mission: Growth 

North Cluster Liaison 

 

Tricia Niesche  

612-281-7497  

tricia.niesche@gmail.com  

St. Mark, Circle Pines (NC)   

Mission: Community 

North Central Liaison 

 

Betty Pankuch 

651-431-2457 

travelinnana@charter.net 

Grace, Apple Valley (S) 

Mission: Growth 

South East Cluster Liaison 

Non-Board   

Lois Berg  

763-789-9113  

lois_berg@comcast.net  

Christ the King, New Brighton (NC)  

Information Coordinator   

 

Wanda Hurtgen  

651-770-1905  

cwphurtgen@juno.com  

St. Mark, No. St. Paul (EC)  

Communication Coordinator   

 

Nancy Johnson  

651-436-7833  

nancyrjohnson28@centurylink.net  

Memorial, Afton (EC)  

Lucinda Pins   

 

Becky Maier  

651-439-4459  

jbmaier@hotmail.com  

Our Savior’s, Stillwater (EC)  

Guatemala   

 

Lynette Zika  

651-642-1691 

 jlz1122@prodigy.net  

Immanuel, St. Paul (SC)  

Racial Justice Advocate   

 

Barb Greaves  

651-578-7916  

bl40gr11@comcast.net 

Grace, St. Paul (SC)  

Historian  

Cluster Leaders  

North Cluster  

Carol Johnson 651-257-5918  

jlakhome1@frontier.net   

Trinity/Lindstrom 

   

North Central Cluster  

Lu Zibell     651-482-1965  

Church of the Resurrection/Roseville   

 

East Central Cluster  

Susan Fredricksen   651-430-1111  

terisu1981@gmail.com  

Our Savior’s/Stillwater   

 

Linda Kapaun   651/777-8580   

kapaun6580@msn.com  

St. Mark’s, North St. Paul  

 

South Central Cluster  

Helen Bandow    651-215-4869 

Christ on Capitol Hill/ St. Paul  

  

 

Judy Carney   651-645-9912  

judycarney41@gmail.com  

Gloria Dei/St Paul   

 

JoAnn Hogenson  651-698-5783  

joann.hogenson@q.com  

Immanuel/St. Paul  

  

South East Cluster  

Carol Bidwell 651-455-3441  

cabbid@msn.com  

Luther Memorial/S St Paul   

 

Naomi Dorau  651-451-8121 

Bethesda/Inver Grove Hgts  

 

Heather Lanka   651-246-2207 

hal7msp@gmail.com  

King of Kings, Woodbury   

 

South Cluster  

Darla Kimmes  651-437-6018  

dakimmes@embarqmail.com  

St. Phillips, Hastings  

 

Robin Kieffer   651-216-3611  

rlkieffer60@gmail.com 

Easter,  Eagan 

Cluster Key:    

(N) North                   (NC) North Central        (S) South    

(EC) East Central      (SE) South East              (SC) South Central 
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Our Mission 

To mobilize women to act boldly  
on their faith in Jesus Christ 

  

Purpose Statement 
As a community of women 
created in the image of God, 

called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, 
and                                                                                                                      
empowered by the Holy Spirit, 

We commit ourselves to  
grow in faith, 
affirm our gifts, 
support one another in our callings, 
engage in ministry and action, and  
promote healing and wholeness  

in the church, 
the society, and 
the world. 

To continue your present subscription or to begin receiving Bridges please send $5.00/year and this form  

to:  Lois Berg, 3912 Roosevelt St. NE, Saint Anthony, MN 55421.     

For more information call Lois at 763-789-9113 or lois_berg@comcast.net        

Name _________________________________________________________________________________  

Address _______________________________________________________________________________ 

City ________________________________________________ State __________ Zip ________________  

Congregation/City _______________________________________________________________________  

Renewal ___    New Subscription ___        $5.00/year         Enclosed $_________ for ___ Year(s)  

Change of Address   Yes___   No ___   Phone ___________________   Email ______________________  

Your mailing label should indicate an expiration date. Please renew when necessary.                                                   

Checks should be made payable to:  W/ELCA Saint Paul Area Synod  

Bold Connections is the free monthly e-newsletter of Women of 

the ELCA. Whether you participate a lot or a little in Women of the 

ELCA, and no matter what your role, you'll find helpful news  and 

information on our programs and activities, and stories of how to-

gether we are living out our purpose and mission. Sign up at 

www.womenoftheelca.org for Bold Connections today! 

 

Spring Tea 

 

Luther Memorial Church, 315 15th Av North,  

South St Paul, is having  a Spring Tea  

on Saturday, March 25th at 11:30 a.m.   

Call the church, 651-451-240, for tickets. 

$15.00  each.  
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St. Paul, MN 55103-2094 

Change Service Requested 

Bridges is emailed as a PDF file to all churches in the Saint Paul Area Synod.  
Please encourage your church to post or link it to their website, and share with other women in your church.  

If the email is not being received, or another address should be used, please contact Diane Henning  
diane@actmanagementinc.com  

Thank you to the Saint Paul Area Synod Office for providing this service to us!  

Bridges is published four times a year.  
Information for the Spring 2017 issue must be submitted by 

February 15th.  
Send Bridges articles via e-mail to: Diane Henning   

diane@actmanagementinc.com (651-402-0493)  

 

For subscription information contact:  
Lois Berg   lois_berg@comcast.net  

3912 Roosevelt St. NE, Saint Anthony, MN 55421  
(763) 789-9113  

Calendar of Events 

 

January 7, 2017, 9:30 am,  SWO Board Meeting Lutheran Church of Peace, Maplewood 
February 4, 10:30 am-1:00 pm,  Soup/Salad Luncheon Christ the King, New Brighton 
March SWO Board Meeting St Phillips, Hastings 
March 25, 11:30 am Spring Tea Luther Memorial, S. St. Paul 
May 5-6, 2017 SPAS WELCA Convention St Phillips, Hastings 
July 13-16, 2017 Triennial Convention Minneapolis 


