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Bridges 
Saint Paul  Area Synod 

Spring 2017  
Volume 27 

 Number 2 

A communications link between the Synodical Women’s Organization & its women 

We hold conventions to conduct the business of the Saint Paul Area Synodical Women’s Organization, elect 
officers and Board Members, approve the budget and to set direction for the future. It is also a time for com-
munity. We meet together to renew friendships and make new friends. We are inspired and renewed by 
speakers and workshops and we leave revitalized in our faith. 

Guest Speakers include:  
Bible Study ~ Bishop Lull    Camp Noah Presentation ~ Amanda R. Allen  
Churchwide Representative ~ Becky Shurson    
Banquet Speaker ~ ‘Helda Pay’   Luncheon Speaker ~ Lindsay Bates    

 

Learning Session presenters include:  
  Lifetime Struggles and Everyday Blessing ~ Martha Wegner 
  Parkinson’s  Session ~ Jean Larson 
  My Neighbor is Muslim ~ Jen Luong 
  Solar Community ~ J. Drake Hamilton 
 

Submit a Resolution by March 15: Forms are in the Convention packet sent to your church or from 
 Committee Chairperson Ann Tanko at 763-444-5453, artanko@hotmail.com    or 

  Board Liaison Clarice Johnson at 612-305-0491; claricelj@gmail.com   or  
  Parliamentarian Barbara Wikelius at 651-257-5892; bwikelius@citlink.net       
  

Nominations for the synodical  board are invited.  Information and a nomination form may be found in the 
packet.  Submit nominations by March 15 to:  

  Nominations Chair Luella Zibell — 651-4821965  or  Shirley Luttrell — 651-739-7873   or 
  Robin Kieffer— 651-216-3611, rlkiefer60@gmail.com  or 
  Board Liaison Marianne Adelmann — 612-309-8404, marianne.adelmann@gmail.com   
 

Support the Material Offering. Bring a quilt for display to be donated to Women's Advocates in St. Paul and 
fleece quilts for Camp Noah.  Camp Noah Kids Kits which contain specific supplies that will be used at 
Camp Noah and then sent home with the child.  See the Kit supply information on page 6. 
 

Bring your Convention offering from your Unit (Women's Organization). The monetary offering will be dis-
tributed as follows:  ½ to the Women of the ELCA  
 ½ to be shared with ELCA Good Gifts to purchase Goats, and Camp Noah. 
 

May the Holy Spirit bless us as we gather together in Christ’s Name. 

You are Invited to attend the 30
th

 Annual  

Saint Paul Area Synodical Women’s 
Convention 

May 5
th

 & 6
th

, 2017 
St. Philips Lutheran Church 

1401 15th St W, Hastings, MN 55033 

mailto:artanko@hotmail.com
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Diane Henning 
Saint Paul Area Synodical Organization President  

  
 

As we continue to look forward to spring in anticipation of green grass and flowers, we are re-
minded that winter is still in our midst by the snow cover or lack of.  Take time for reflection.  God 
is good and remains to be in our midst at all times. 

Have you read through your Convention Packets, hung up the Poster in your church, and said “YES” 
when one of the Nomination Committee Members called you to serve on the Board?  The Board is excit-
ed for Convention in Hastings at St. Philips Lutheran Church, May 5th & 6th.  Many plans have been 
made and it is sure to be a fun event with time for learning, singing, and participating in new activities 
and opportunities. Friday afternoon will include worship and communion led by Pastor Greg Geier.   
This is a change to our schedule of the past and we think it will be splendid way to begin our festivities 
and 30th birthday.  We look forward to having Bible Study with Bishop Lull on Saturday morning.  As 
we toured St. Philips in preparation for the convention, we were welcomed at this beautiful facility by Dar-
la Kimmes and several members of the congregation who were busy doing the newsletter and other ac-
tivities at church.  The theme “Lift High the Cross with Kindness and Love” came alive as we viewed 
the wooden cross hung on the sanctuary wall reminding us of the sacrifice God made.  Our singing will 
surely bring Glory to God! 

During our Board Meeting we realized that we are blessed with many workshop opportunities as well as 
authors who will be present at convention.  With planning and of course laughter, we review the im-
portance of our gathering and goals set before us.   It is our 30th Birthday!  This will be my last conven-
tion as President and of course there will be tears.  Everyone knows that tears flow from my eyes on a 
regular basis.  But then there will be tears of happiness and excitement as another woman is elected to 
lead this beautiful organization of talented women.  I was “Blessed to be a Blessing” and enjoyed all 
the opportunities being president has.  Sometimes there were several places I wanted to be at the same 
time, but fortunately the Board Members cheerfully attended events as well.  Being President is a com-
mitment, but more than that it is an opportunity to meet women of our Synod and a blessing to work 
with such a wonderful Board is a highlight!  At the end of each Board Meeting we lift up in prayer those 
names we are aware of for health and healing as well as ministry to all those in need.    Please pray for 
this Board of women as they take on the responsibilities assigned to convey the message God has di-
rected.  Thank you also to the women serving on Committees for the Convention.  God has blessed us 
with many talented and faithful women.  Please give prayerful consideration to serve on the Board of 
Women of the ELCA.  Thank you to those who will say Yes as servants and Angels among us to bring 
glory to God.  The Saint Paul Area is blessed with so many wonderful women. 

Resolutions: Have you written one yet?  Do you have a passion for a particular ministry that would like 
to put a focus on?  It can be financial, prayer or material.  If you have questions, please ask. Someone 
will be happy to help you.  As a reminder, we are still focusing on Guatemala and Tanzania but have oth-
ers that will be presented at the Convention.  Phebe Hospital Solar Project in Liberia is still in need of 
funds.  This project installs solar panels on the hospital saving over $30,000 per month in energy costs 
for the hospital. 

As Women of the ELCA we support your faith journey, share opportunities to serve and make a differ-
ence in your community and around the world, provide a community of women that prays together, en-
courage Bible Study and the joy of growing in faith and friendship. 

Thank you to everyone who participated in February Soup Luncheon.  It was a wonderful program 
regarding Racial Justice led by Carolyn Sampson.  Thank you to Tricia Niesche and Susan Fredrickson 
for chairing the event.   

Thank you for the quilts and prayer shawls that you continue to make, offerings that you give, participa-
tion in Bible Study, cooking for funerals, calling on those who are ill and homebound, kindness to people 
around you, and saying "yes" when called on to participate.  Encourage your friends to come along on 
this journey of faith.   
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Bold Connections is the free monthly e-newsletter of Women 

of the ELCA. Whether you participate a lot or a little in Women 

of the ELCA, and no matter what your role, you'll find helpful 

news  and information on our programs and activities, and sto-

ries of how together we are living out our purpose and mis-

sion. Sign up at www.womenoftheelca.org for Bold Connections 

today! 

NEEDED!  Bridges Editor 
If you would like to  assist us with 

editing our newsletter,  

please contact Diane  Henning @  

651-402-0493, 651-707-7257, or  

diane@actmanagementinc.com. 

Thank you. 

TENTH TRIENNIAL GATHERING – “All Anew” 
Minneapolis Convention Center – July 13-16, 2017 
 
Romans 12:2, Psalms 104:30, 2nd Corinthians 4:16, Titus 3:4-5 
 
The Triennial Gathering of the Women of the ELCA occurs every                                                    
three years.  The gathering is for ALL women in our churches. The                                                
BIG plus is that it is being held close to home. You can register any time                                            
or at the Gathering for one day or all days.  If you have never attended, it is an awesome experi-
ence gathering with Lutheran women from across the country.  The special speakers give us a 
chance to hear presentations that we normally do not have the opportunity to hear in our local 
churches or synod conventions.  There is also inspirational worship and music, a variety of educa-
tional workshops, the exhibit hall is full of things to see and do, the 5K walk, run and roll, and do, 
and so much more for women of all ages. It is a “girl’s weekend getaway.”  Look at this as an op-
portunity to invest in yourself.  Invite the women in your church. Bring your family and friends – oth-
er faiths are welcome. 
 
In-Kind Gifts are being collected for Quilt Kits, Days for Girls Kits, Gift Cards, Hygiene Items, and 
Clothing (socks, underwear & white T-shirts.  For complete details download the information sheet 
at welcatg.org, click Get Involved.   
 
 Volunteers Need:  In the following areas – Exhibit Hall, Events, General Administration, Hospitali-
ty, Workshops, and Worship. Special Skill areas include: Computer skills, Translator, general Work 
(wherever needed), or other.  You can designate a preference for sitting, standing, walking, or it 
does not matter.  You can sign-up online at welcatg.org, Click Volunteering to locate the form.  
 
Register:  Go online or download the information at www.welcatg.org  or request a registration 
booklet mailed to you.  When filling out the registration form, we are the Saint Paul Area Synod and 
Region 3H. 
  
Straw Hats with Yellow Ribbons:  The women in the Saint Paul Area Synod traditionally wear 
straw hats (no big brims) with yellow ribbons that have our synod name on them. Last year, Dollar 
Tree had hats with a scarf that could be replaced with the yellow ribbon. You can purchase the rib-
bons from Wanda Hurtgen.  
 
Contact:  Wanda Hurtgen at 651-770-1905 or wandahurtgen@gmail.com. We have a list of those 
planning to attend. Let her know so she can add your name to the list. Look for her at our local con-
vention May 5 & 6. In June (date to be determined) there will be a pre-meeting to discuss and an-
swer questions about the Triennial Gathering. More Triennial Gathering information is at 
www.welcatg.org. 

http://welcatg.org/
http://welcatg.org/
http://www.welcatg.org/
javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT3512_com_zimbra_email%22));
http://www.welcatg.org/
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Tuesdays at Two 
Tuesdays @ two is a prayer reminder for women to pray on  

Tuesdays for Board members, clusters and units.   
A schedule of concerns is published in each Bridges. 

April 4 Pray for all those around the world who are persecuted for their faith; for our Muslim broth-
ers and sisters facing discrimination. 

 
April 11 Pray that all continue to care for our earth by reducing, reusing and recycling. 
 
April 18 Pray for all those that live in poverty in this world – for those who don't have enough food, 

housing, health care, education and employment resources. 
 
April 25 Pray for the farmers around the world as they begin to ready the fields for planning for the 

year's harvest.  Pray that the weather gives the right amount of rain and sun to grow a 
bountiful crop. 

 
May 2 Pray for the leaders of the SWO Conference to be held in Hastings.  Pray for all the at-

tendees that they are enriched in their lives by this conference.  
 
May 9 Remember all those in thanksgiving that provide loving care to children – for all mothers 

and fathers of the world that they are able to nourish their children both in body and spirit.
  

May 16 Pray for all the people and congregations in the Saint Paul Area Synod and the entire 
ELCA that they may be a blessing to all. 

 
May 23 Pray for the farmers around the world as they begin to ready the fields for planning for the 

year's harvest.  Pray that the weather gives the right amount of rain and sun to grow a 
bountiful crop. 

 
May 30 Pray in thanksgiving for all our military, both past and present.  Remember those that have 

given the ultimate sacrifice to our country so we may live in freedom. 
 
June 6 Pray for all the students that will be out of school for the summer.  Pray that they all have 

food to eat now that they do not get a meal at school. 
 
June 13 Pray for peace and justice throughout the world. 
 
June 20 Pray for safe travels for those that vacation during the summer months. 
  
June 27 Pray for the leaders and attendees of the upcoming Triennial Conference to be held in 

Minneapolis in July.   
 
July 4 Pray for our country as we celebrate Independence Day. 
 
July 11 Continue to remember in prayer all those that are victims of bullying and domestic abuse. 

Pray that they can find safe shelters to be protected. 
 
July 18 Pray for our sister churches in Tanzania and Guatemala that they be a blessing to their 

people. 
 
July 25 Continue to pray in thanksgiving for Bishop Lull and Presiding Bishop Eaton as they con-

tinue their leadership in the ELCA. 
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MISSION COMMUNITY    
Goal:  To enable each woman to value her and others as disciples created in God’s image and re-

deemed through Jesus Christ; and to build up and celebrate relationships that are global,  di-
verse, and interdependent.        

Treasurer’s Report 
Ephesians 2:8-10 
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this not from your-
selves, it is the gift of God –not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are 
God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God pre-
pared in advance for us to do. 
 

It has been my pleasure to serve as your treasure since June of 2016. I attended 
several cluster meetings and got to meet some of you and I hope to meet more of 

you at the convention in May 2017. As your Synodical Treasurer, I hope to become a resource person who 
will be available to answer questions and direct you to projects and agencies. 
 

Be sure you are using the new form A, B and C. I will have copies available for you if needed but you can 
also download the forms from http://resources.elca.org . 
 

Please to not hesitate to call or email if you have questions. Blessings on you and the work you do for you 
church, your Synod and the World. 
 

Do for others with no desire of returned favors. We all should plant some trees we’ll never sit under. 
 
Darlene Sigstad, 3701 Sun Terrace,  White Bear Lake, MN   55110 
 Questions may be directed to Darlene:  darlene.sigstad@gmail.com  OR  651-653-6445 

February 4
th
 brought 37 women together to learn more about our role in racism.  Our presenter, Car-

olyn Sampson, showed us clips from television reports on the subject, and gave us a brief history of 
how the Doctrine of Discovery legitimized the actions of explorers against the people groups they 
would encounter.  Convert, Enslave, or Eliminate.  That was their plan of action.  All in the name of 
Christ! 
 
We are not so different today.  We still attempt to impose our religious beliefs on others or refuse to 
acknowledge that their religion is to them as meaningful as ours is to us.  This past week, my pastor 
preached a sermon rooted in the “We”.  What would happen if there were no “us and them”, “me and 
mine”, “we and they”?  If there were only “us” and “we” would we be able to listen to each other 
more?  Would we be able to hear the still small voice of God more easily?  
 
So much of racial discrimination seems to be rooted in differences and power.  The ability of the ma-
jority, the ruling class, to keep others “in their place”.   To control those who differ from them; in gen-
der, in race, in religion, etc.  Carolyn is available to help you and your congregation explore this topic 
more fully.  There is a book study available on Waking Up White.  She can lead a 4 week book 
study.  She can aid you in developing a plan for racial justice in your congregation, and setting up a 
team.  She can lead an adult forum or make a presentation.  She is ready and willing to be put to 
work on this very critical topic.  Her contact information is: Carolyn Sampson   
         651-470-3937   
         csampson@cfsampson.com 
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Hands reaching out, to wipe away the tears, 
Embracing one another, to banish all the fears, 
Hearts in tune together, both in joy and pain, 
All working together, God’s love in us is plain. 

 

We are His children, His chosen family. 
We are His children, and we will choose to be 

Together as we celebrate, together as we grieve, 
Together as we seek His will, together as we weave, 

The fabric of His calling, the fabric of His love, 
The fabric of compassion, in us, just as above. 

 

Feet moving our bodies, where they need to be, 
Focusing our vision on what we need to see. 

Voices raised in praising, encouragement and prayer, 
Knowing that where we are, He also will be there.  

 
 

We are His children, His chosen family. 
We are His children, and we will choose to be 

Together as we celebrate, together as we grieve, 
Together as we seek His will, together as we weave, 

The fabric of His calling, the fabric of His love, 
The fabric of compassion, in us, just as above. 

 

Inviting one another, friends and neighbors, too. 
Studying the Bible, ‘cause that’s what Christians do. 

Giving of our talents, resources, energy, 
Worshiping and serving, we are one family. 

 

We are His children, His chosen family. 
We are His children, and we will choose to be 

Together as we celebrate, together as we grieve, 
Together as we seek His will, together as we weave, 

The fabric of His calling, the fabric of His love, 
The fabric of compassion, in us, just as above. 

We Are One Family 

Tricia Niesche 
For St Mark Lutheran, Circle Pines, MN 

April 2009 
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Carolyn Farmer Sampson, the guest speaker at our annual luncheon on Feb 4, is available to consult with 
church and community groups interested in learning more about the role of white people in racism. Carolyn’s 
services include presentations and workshops of one to three hours, depending on your needs. She can also 
help plan and/or facilitate Bible, book, and movie discussions for your congregation, based on successful 
events held at her home ELCA congregation over the past couple of years. 
 
Carolyn studied racism and racial justice at St Catherine University and the Humphrey School of Public Af-
fairs in 2001 and 2004, and last summer with WELCA’s director of justice Inez Torres Davis. Her presenta-
tions include insights gained through her experiences as a white female business woman and suggestions for 
concrete actions every white person can take to be an effective ally with people of color. 
 
Working towards racial truth and reconciliation is Carolyn’s volunteer ministry and there is no charge for her 
speaking or consulting services. For more information call 651-470-3937 or email cafsampson@gmail.com. 

From Bishop Lull:  
 

A Pastoral Message in Response to  
Threats Against the Jewish Community 

  
For the three years I served as the Executive Director of the Saint Paul Area Council 
of Churches (now Interfaith Action of Greater Saint Paul), I gathered with youth 
from the metro area on Presidents' Day for an Interfaith Day of Service. Coming from 
Christian, Jewish, Muslim and other religious traditions, these high schoolers spent a 
day together in thoughtful conversation and community service, affirming what it 
means to live with respect for one another. 

 
As these youth led their Presidents' Day interfaith activities this year, a bomb threat was made against the 
Jewish Community Center in Saint Paul. In recent days, anti-Semitic graffiti and direct threats have been 
made against Jewish students at the University of Minnesota. Elsewhere in the country, synagogues and 
Jewish cemeteries have been desecrated. These cruel, ugly actions are meant to frighten and demean our 
Jewish neighbors. 
 
Threats and intimidation - whether through anonymous calls, graffiti or direct hate speech - go against every-
thing we value as people of faith. In a statement adopted by the ELCA Church Council of the ELCA, our faith 
tradition proclaims: "We recognize in anti-Semitism a contradiction and affront to the Gospel, a violation of 
our hope and calling, and we pledge this church to oppose the deadly working of such bigotry, both within our 
own circles and in the society around us." (Declaration of ELCA to Jewish Community) 

Attacking any community because of their faith tradition or ethnic identity is simply wrong. Graffiti, vandalism, 
taunts on social media or public invectives that question the humanity or dignity of any of our neighbors call 
us to respond in active and public ways.   
 
As a bishop, I know that writing pastoral messages is not enough. In our homes and congregations we must 
actively teach our children that those who bear the name Christian do not express hatred or violence against 
the Jewish community or any religious tradition. Wherever and whenever hatred is expressed, I ask us as the 
Lutherans of the Saint Paul Area Synod to confront and condemn those who engage in anti-Semitic speech 
or action. Our children, our youth and our college students need to know that the deep faith in us makes 
room for the deep faith in others. 
  
I am grateful for the staff of the Jewish Community Center, those in law enforcement, and the firefighters, 
who acted so quickly to evacuate the many children and others when the bomb threat was received. I am al-
so grateful for so many of you who will respond to this message with renewed support for your Jewish 
friends, family members and neighbors. Hate and violence has no place in the lives we have been called to 
lead. 

February 21, 2017 

Racism & Racial Justice Speaker 

javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT3620_com_zimbra_email%22));
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001h2_Ldmkw8Jf4sQclAqJqvSnnkT9Hpdw8zUwZvzsqU0PeAKxiMKStsSXwS_6ptGKD2Ublj42EVT1fJTwFexHbAYCJlCqPfjafW7Wg5M3B2sqSUkbr35v0bs4PkUeyFOv3XZiCyc4LZvHDz3nTm7OkA-2AWlc8Y7ey1XkG9gk3EC7fjNcFGQnbvg==&c=cIOYn-ClCQQCUFRIOjE4m9rKTL7Q0TLWv9Wq6lKxc
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001h2_Ldmkw8Jf4sQclAqJqvSnnkT9Hpdw8zUwZvzsqU0PeAKxiMKStsSXwS_6ptGKDWn4sDPCAtZRAxAnqQb4UMGu-2sli4uqDfEcLqJp3mdS1Sk8S6_TBivIwS2s5m1vT5NTpUApbLo1sXtChCC_1PibJvCt9ng-Ev6kzzpM0Wo9HgLfz4dcRFmShsbIXQ-_PNYaNZgjQGDqUqMeMGvUk8OFPynfq-nIt5Bhn
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FAIR TRADE Project 
  
Celebrating 20 years of Lutheran World Relief Fair Trade 
  
Since 1996, Lutherans in the United States have supported  
small-scale farmers around the world by purchasing Fair Trade coffee, chocolate and other items 
through LWR Fair Trade. Together, farmers have been helped to get fair prices for their crops, sup-
port their families and build stronger communities. 
  
Your Saint Paul Area Synodical Women’s Organization (SPASWO) provides a connection to this 
ministry and to you, our local women, by bringing some of these products to SWO Women’s events 
such as the Spring Convention on May 5 & 6 at St. Philips Lutheran Church in Hastings. 
  
Another way for you to shop is at home on your computer.  Here is a list of web sites that are of in-
terest:serrv.org, lwrcoffee.com, shop.equalexchange.coop. 
 
Check out these websites and find a wide selection of items…not only chocolate, coffee, tea, and 
nuts but jewelry, clothing, pottery, spices and much more! Enjoy a trip around the world in your robe 
and slippers and help communities become stronger. 
  
Gail Ahrens 

Just a little history from LC & Alys!  You will recognize us by our hats. 

Hello ladies!  I bet you wondered where we have been, well we had a great time on vacation 
this winter!  Stopped in California to visit Wanda and her husband – such nice people, saw Barbara 
Wikelius and her hubby in Florida, so you see we have just been traveling around.  Here we are 
back and ready to go! Refreshed and looking forward to the Spring Convention in Hastings.  We 
have never been there I don’t think, but then our memory isn’t as good as it used to be and that is 
how it goes.  It will be fun to see everyone at Convention.   
 
I heard there might be goats at the Convention!  Oh my – real live ones!  That will be fun.  
Jackie Boorman is in charge of Goat gathering!  Gail Ahrens is bringing chocolate and coffee – we 
love that chocolate.  It is always fun and noisy - talking, laughter and of course singing at the Con-
vention.  Diane was in Chicago in February getting Triennial details to share with us.   Maybe ways 
in which we can serve God in still other ways.  I heard they were coloring and sewing labyrinths for 
Triennial!  The Presidents that gathered were sewing and chattering like crazy!  WOW!  Good job! 
 
Hope to see you in Hastings.  We might be in the kitchen helping Pat the caterer.  We are sure that 
they need a little history lesson while they are cooking.  Maybe some of you will join us.   
 
The purpose of our organization has not wavered since we created our first constitution. “As 
a community of women created in the image of God, called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, and em-
powered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts, support one anoth-
er in our callings, engage in ministry and action, and promote healing and wholeness in the church, 
the society and the world."  We love those words, makes us tear up a little. 
 
We are so fortunate to be a part of this wonderful organization and gather so many wonderful wom-
en in prayer and singing.  See you soon!  We don't want to miss out on any events in our Synod 
and the food!  Our favorite thing to share next to prayer.  God is so good to us and we are so lucky 
to be Sisters in Christ!  God bless our time in prayer and service during this Lenten season. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~       ~ ~ ~ ~ ~       ~ ~ ~ ~ ~     ~ ~ ~ ~ ~     ~ ~ ~ ~ ~       ~ ~ ~ ~ ~     ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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SAVE THE DATE………. 

 

GATHERING TOGETHER………….. 
A mini-retreat introducing the 2017-2018 “Gather” Bible Study 
 

Saturday September 16, 2017 
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
2499 N. Helen St. 

North St. Paul, MN. 
 

Registration: 8:30-9:00am.  Bible Study: 9:00am-12:00pm - followed by lunch 
 

The Bible Study, again this year, is written by several different authors.   
In the Fall, we will have three lessons on the Apostles’ Creed.   Pastor Julia Seymour from Anchorage, Alas-
ka will explore what creeds are for, what we’re saying about God and Jesus, what’s missing but still might be 
encompassed and how we can still have questions and ask God to help and guide us. 
December will bring an Advent/ Christmas devotional. 
In 2018, Professor Mark Allen Powell will explore what Biblical stories mean to people around the world. He 
is a professor of New Testament at Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Columbus, Ohio. The title of the study is 
Multiple Meanings: Learning from Other Interpretations.  
Registration information will be sent to the Saint Paul Area ELCA congregations in the Spring.  All are Wel-
come! 
. 
In His Love,  
Virginia Coller, Committee Chair 
651-777-0584 or ginnacoller@hotmail.com 

Reflections on Grace 

In our Christian belief, grace is the free and unmerited favor of God as manifested in the salvation of sinners 
and the bestowal of blessings.  Grace is not earned or deserved.  It is given abundantly, like the love one ex-
periences gazing upon a newborn.  That welling up inside that lets one feel alive.  The baby did nothing to 
receive that love, yet there it is, overflowing and free.  If one is open to it, grace abounds all around. 
 
Just this fall I witnessed grace in my nephew’s life.  Christopher is the second oldest of the five cousins.  He 
watched his oldest cousin get married.  He watched his little brother get married.  Then, the cousin next in 
age to him, got married, and the youngest cousin was in a stable, committed relationship.  Babies were born 
into all three new families.  All the while, Chris wanted to be in a special relationship himself.  He was over 30 
and pretty shy, but a spirit-filled, faithful, hard-working, and good hearted young man.  He met girls through 
on line dating sites, but nothing much was happening until Thanksgiving a year ago.  Marilyn came on the 
scene through a dating site.  The two found that they had much in common from their faith to their interests.  
She survived meeting our whole family at our holiday meal, including my cranky father and all of the rugrats.  
Many of us had been praying for God to bring a special lady into Chris’ life, and it seemed he had.  Marilyn fit 
in like she was born into our family.  She took the nonsense in stride, and seemed able to handle the kid cha-
os and family pets.  Everyone watched carefully as the relationship deepened.  This fall, Christopher pro-
posed.  Her answer was a resounding, “Yes.”  Both Chris and Marilyn had begun to doubt whether they would 
find a life partner at all, but God was waiting until the right time to bring them together.  It wasn’t until reading 
their stories on The Knot that we realized just how much they shared.  Definitely a grace thing.   
 
My nephew is a valued employee at his place of work.  His employer approached him about telecommuting 
after the wedding in order to keep him in his employ.  With a trip into the office in St Cloud every month or so, 
Chris can continue doing his job from Rochester where Marilyn works at Mayo Hospital.  All the pieces came 
together in God’s time, not Chris’ time, or Marilyn’s time, or the time of any of us who were praying.  Through 
His grace, another family is formed.  As they are blessed with children, more children will be raised to praise 
and love God.  His grace abounds and I look forward to watching what else God has in mind for these two 
young people. 
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2016—2017  Saint Paul Area Synodical Women’s Organization 

Executive Board Members 

President  

Diane J. Henning  

651-402-0493 or 651-707-7257  

diane@actmanagementinc.com 

St. John’s, Lakeville  (S)    

 

Vice President  

Gail Ahrens    

651-739-1551  
ahrens-michael@comcast.net  

Lutheran Church of Peace/ 

Maplewood  (SE)   

Secretary  

Sue Long  

651-331-1015  

prescottbirders 

@centurylink.net   

Gloria Dei, St. Paul (SC)   

Treasurer  

Darlene Sigstad 

651-653-6445 

treasurerswo@gmail.com 

Redeemer,  

White Bear Lake (EC) 

Board Members  

Marianne Adelmann 

612-309-8404 

marianne.adelmann@gmail.com 

Mount Calvary, Eagan (S) 

Mission: Action 

South Cluster Liaison 

 

Jackie Boorman   

651-436-5430  

jjboorman@live.com  

Christ, Lake Elmo (EC)  

Mission: Action 

South Central Cluster Liaison   

 

Susan Fredricksen 

651-430-1111  

terisu1981@gmail.com  

Our Savior’s, Stillwater (EC) 

Mission: Community 

East Central Liaison 

 

Clarice Johnson  

612-305-0491  

claricelj@gmail.com  

Spring Lake, North Branch (N)   

Mission: Growth 

North Cluster Liaison 

 

Tricia Niesche  

612-281-7497  

tricia.niesche@gmail.com  

St. Mark, Circle Pines (NC)   

Mission: Community 

North Central Liaison 

 

Betty Pankuch 

651-431-2457 

travelinnana@charter.net 

Grace, Apple Valley (S) 

Mission: Growth 

South East Cluster Liaison 

Non-Board   

Lois Berg  

763-789-9113  

lois_berg@comcast.net  

Christ the King, New Brighton (NC)  

Information Coordinator   

 

Wanda Hurtgen  

651-770-1905  

cwphurtgen@juno.com  

St. Mark, No. St. Paul (EC)  

Communication Coordinator   

 

Nancy Johnson  

651-436-7833  

nancyrjohnson28@centurylink.net  

Memorial, Afton (EC)  

Lucinda Pins   

 

Becky Maier  

651-439-4459  

jbmaier@hotmail.com  

Our Savior’s, Stillwater (EC)  

Guatemala   

 

Lynette Zika  

651-642-1691 

 jlz1122@prodigy.net  

Immanuel, St. Paul (SC)  

Racial Justice Advocate   

 

Barb Greaves  

651-578-7916  

bl40gr11@comcast.net 

Grace, St. Paul (SC)  

Historian  

Cluster Leaders  

North Cluster  

Carol Johnson 651-257-5918  

jlakhome1@frontier.net   

Trinity/Lindstrom 

   

North Central Cluster  

Lu Zibell     651-482-1965  

Church of the Resurrection/Roseville   

 

East Central Cluster  

Susan Fredricksen   651-430-1111  

terisu1981@gmail.com  

Our Savior’s/Stillwater   

 

Linda Kapaun   651/777-8580   

kapaun6580@msn.com  

St. Mark’s, North St. Paul  

 

South Central Cluster  

Helen Bandow    651-215-4869 

Christ on Capitol Hill/ St. Paul  

  

 

Judy Carney   651-645-9912  

judycarney41@gmail.com  

Gloria Dei/St Paul   

 

JoAnn Hogenson  651-698-5783  

joann.hogenson@q.com  

Immanuel/St. Paul  

  

South East Cluster  

Carol Bidwell 651-455-3441  

cabbid@msn.com  

Luther Memorial/S St Paul   

 

Naomi Dorau  651-451-8126  

Bethesda/Inver Grove Hgts  

 

Heather Lanka   651-246-2207 

hal7msp@gmail.com  

King of Kings, Woodbury   

 

South Cluster  

Darla Kimmes  651-437-6018  

dakimmes@embarqmail.com  

St. Phillips, Hastings  

 

Robin Kieffer   651-216-3611  

rlkieffer60@gmail.com 

Easter,  Eagan 

Cluster Key:    

(N) North                   (NC) North Central        (S) South    

(EC) East Central      (SE) South East              (SC) South Central 



11 

 

Our Mission 

To mobilize women to act boldly  
on their faith in Jesus Christ 

  

Purpose Statement 
As a community of women 
created in the image of God, 

called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, 
and                                                                                                                      
empowered by the Holy Spirit, 

We commit ourselves to  
grow in faith, 
affirm our gifts, 
support one another in our callings, 
engage in ministry and action, and  
promote healing and wholeness  

in the church, 
the society, and 
the world. 

To continue your present subscription or to begin receiving Bridges please send $5.00/year and this form  

to:  Lois Berg, 3912 Roosevelt St. NE, Saint Anthony, MN 55421.     

For more information call Lois at 763-789-9113 or lois_berg@comcast.net        

Name _________________________________________________________________________________  

Address _______________________________________________________________________________ 

City ________________________________________________ State __________ Zip ________________  

Congregation/City _______________________________________________________________________  

Renewal ___    New Subscription ___        $5.00/year         Enclosed $_________ for ___ Year(s)  

Change of Address   Yes___   No ___   Phone ___________________   Email ______________________  

Your mailing label should indicate an expiration date. Please renew when necessary.                                                   

Checks should be made payable to:  W/ELCA Saint Paul Area Synod  

Thursday, April 20, 9-6; 
Friday, April 21 - 9-5  

Saturday April 22, 9 to noon.  
 

Luther Memorial Church,  
315 15th Ave. No.  

South St. Paul, 

 
Spring 

Luncheon 
 
 
 

St. James Lutheran Church 
3650 Williams Drive 

Burnsville 
Saturday, April 29 

10:30 am registration 
 

Dr. Mary Jane Haemig  
Luther Seminary professor  

will present Women of the Reformation 
at 11:00 followed by lunch 

 
No Cost but reservations needed  
Call Joan Sjogren, 952-890-8095 
Free will offering will be received.  
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Non Profit Org. 
U. S. Postage 

Paid 
Twin Cities, MN 
Permit No. 395 

Saint Paul Area Synod  
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church  

in America.  
105 University Avenue 

St. Paul, MN 55103-2094 
 

Change Service Requested 

Bridges is emailed as a PDF file to all churches in the Saint Paul Area Synod.  
Please encourage your church to post or link it to their website, and share with other women in your church.  

If the email is not being received, or another address should be used, please contact Diane Henning  
diane@actmanagementinc.com  

Thank you to the Saint Paul Area Synod Office for providing this service to us!  

Bridges is published four times a year.  
Information for the Spring 2017 issue must be submitted by 

May 15th.  
Send Bridges articles via e-mail to: Diane Henning   

diane@actmanagementinc.com (651-402-0493)  

 

For subscription information contact:  
Lois Berg   lois_berg@comcast.net  

3912 Roosevelt St. NE, Saint Anthony, MN 55421  
(763) 789-9113  

Calendar of Events 

 

March 18 SWO Board Meeting St Phillips, Hastings 
March 25, 11:30 am Spring Tea Luther Memorial, S. St. Paul 
April 20, 21, 22 Rummage Sale Luther Memorial, S. St. Paul 
April 29, 11:00 am Spring Luncheon St James, Burnsville 
May 4 SWO Board Meeting St Phillips, Hastings 
May 5-6, 2017 SPAS WELCA Convention St Phillips, Hastings 
July 13-16, 2017 Triennial Convention Minneapolis 
September 16, 8:30 am Bible Study Mini-retreat St . Mark’s, N. St. Paul 


