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IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
Wanda Hurtgen 

 

The Tenth Triennial Gathering of the Women of the ELCA is almost here –  
July 13-16 at the Minneapolis Convention Center. All women are invited to attend. 
 

REGISTRATION: Yes, you can still register for the Triennial Gathering. Deadline to submit registrations via 
mail or fax is June 15, 2017. Deadline to submit online registrations (including day registrations) is July 12, 
2017. After this date, day registrations will only be accepted at the registration desk onsite. 
 

WORSHIP OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: Both the opening worship at 4 p.m. on Thursday, July 13, with ELCA 
Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, and closing worship at 9 a.m. Sunday, July 16, are open to the public (no 
fee). Seating is subject to availability. Bring family and friends and men are welcomed too! 
 

EVENTS & ACTIVITIES:  On Friday and Saturday there are plenary sessions, including music and speak-
ers, 14 workshops, servant events, and full access to all the exhibitors and vendors. It also offers you fellow-
ship with 2,500-3,000 other women of faith. 
 

NATIONAL LUTHERAN CHOIR: Tickets are available. The choir performs Saturday, July 15, at 8 p.m., at 
the historic downtown Central Lutheran Church near the convention center. Tickets are $25, plus a $5 total 
registration fee. Those who complete one-day registration can buy National Lutheran Choir tickets at the 
same time. 
 

IN-KIND GIFTS: The following items are being collected – Quilting Kits, Days for Girls Kits, Gift Cards, Hy-
giene Items, Socks, Underwear, and White T-Shirts. For instructions, download the Information sheet at 
www.welcatg.org.   
 

WELCATG.ORG:  Go online to register, volunteer, and learn more about speakers, workshops, films, Run, 
Walk, Roll and other information about the Triennial Gathering.   
 

PRE-TRIENNIAL GATHERING:  All women attending or thinking about attending the Triennial Gathering 
are invited. It is a time to meet each other, talk about the Gathering and what to expect, and answer ques-
tions.  It is Thursday, June 22 at 6:30 P.M. at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 2499 North Helen Street, 
North St. Paul.  It will be in Fellowship Hall, enter through the north door and go downstairs.  Everyone, 
bring your hat for a group picture. 
 

STRAW HATS & YELLOW RIBBONS: The women in our synod wear straw hats with a yellow ribbon. If you 
do not have a ribbon, you can purchase one that evening.   
 

MORE ATTENDEES: Continue to encourage the women of your church to attend. The women can come for 
the opening or closing worship, one day, or the entire time. Place information in your newsletters and bulle-
tins and temple talks to let women know about the various ways they can be part of the Triennial Gathering.  
Our synod has about 70 women registered. Five synods have more women attending. With everyone’s help 
and as BOLD WOMEN, it would be great to have 100 women attending from our synod! To have the most 
attendees, we need to double our numbers. With God, anything is possible.  
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Diane Henning 
Saint Paul Area Synodical Organization President  

  
 

Continued on page 3 

St. Philips Lutheran Church in Hastings was a beautiful place to have the Convention this past May 
5th & 6th.  What a welcoming congregation and staff.  “Lift High the Cross with Kindness and Love” 
was our theme based on Titus 3:4-5: 4 But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5 He 
saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the 
washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit,  

In the Saint Paul Area Synod, we are blessed by the talented and enthusiastic BOLD Women God has 
put in our midst. Many thanks go to “Heidi” the custodian and the women of St. Philips LC in making 
our convention a time of learning, reflection, fellowship, prayer, laughter, great food, singing and 
sharing the good news of our Lord and Savior.  Thank you to all those who participated on committees, 
election of three 2 year positions to the Board and one 1 year position, our new President Tricia Niesche and 
continuing Treasurer Darlene Sigstad, Bishop Lull and the many speakers that shared information and op-
portunities for learning and volunteering.  It was a busy two days but so fulfilling.  Becky Shurson was wel-
comed as the representative from Churchwide Board and had much to offer in using quilting as a focus of her 
presentation.  We were blessed by her presence and leading us Saturday morning in a litany before Bible 
Study.  What a delightful woman with many gifts and, also blessed with a visit from son Lucas, a student at 
St. Olaf College. 
 
Your 225 gifts of school kits for Camp Noah was amazing!  Thank you for your contribution of completed 
kits and tied fleece blankets that were quickly transported to Lutheran Social Service and soon to be uti-
lized by Camp Noah.  The quilts that adorned the pews in the sanctuary were given to local Battered Women 
Shelters in Dakota County.  I am always amazed at the generous and creative ideas for the Silent Auction – 
Thank you Kathleen Nordaune for chairing that area of fun which builds the Scholarship Fund!  Becky 
Maier as our registrar graciously welcomes everyone.  Thank you for your attention to detail.  I would be re-
miss if I did not include Lois Berg who has a hand in so many areas of designing the convention booklet 
cover, typing the contents, bulletins and more. Thank you to Barbara Wikelius as parliamentarian who al-
ways does an outstanding job, Lu Zibell who chaired the Nominations Committee and along with her peers 
made many phone calls, Wanda Hurtgen for making sure the balloting was correct!  Darlene Sigstad and 
others for counting over $5K in offerings.  Carol Bidwell for organizing the ushers and distributing handouts 
as called upon.  Your elected Board of Women are also to be recognized for their gifts of grace, prayer, pa-
tience, love for the scripture and answering the call as God leads.  In recognizing people, I run the risk of for-
getting someone which is not my intention, but can occur because there are many hands to make the con-
vention a success.  God continues to shower us with love and kindness! 
 
May Synod Assembly was held at Prince of Peace in Burnsville with again many blessings poured upon our 
time during business sessions, speakers and worship.  Many of you were there sharing in that fellowship as 
well!  Always fun to sing with 500 Lutherans!   
 
Everyone is called by God to participate.  Sometimes we wonder where we fit in or do we fit in.  Often that 
may just be a way of avoiding the obvious call of God.  With encouragement and prayer, we can be success-
ful at so many opportunities.  Jesus calls each of us to do what we can and sometimes more than we 
thought we could do.  As the Board reviews the Convention Evaluations, they take note of what changes and 
new things could be included in 2018.  Christ Lutheran in Lake Elmo has committed to be our Host 
Church in 2018 – May 4th & 5th.  In planning the convention, we are very BOLD Women and look for new 
ways of the preparing the way by introducing new topics of interest, reminders of other ministry opportunities 
in our midst, and still more information on what progress is being made.  We will continue to do so with 
enthusiasm and excitement to see where God leads us.  He is the Shepherd who calls us to follow. 
 
Invite God to be active in daily decision making and prayer life.  Thank you for your response to God's 
calling.  When the phone rings, simply answer the phone and accept the invitation to serve God in whatever 
way you are able.  You may be surprised.  Yes, Lord I am here to serve.  We are "BOLD Women".  What 
gift do you have to share and how will you respond? 

Having been your President the past four years is an honor and a privilege.  What will I do now many of 
you asked?  I am not sure, but trust that God has something in mind, not to worry.  As I stated at the conven-
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~ ~ ~ ~ ~       ~ ~ ~ ~ ~       ~ ~ ~ ~ ~     ~ ~ ~ ~ ~     ~ ~ ~ ~ ~       ~ ~ ~ ~ ~     ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

SWO Convention 
Scholarship Recipients  

  
Three scholarship recipients were welcomed as 
first time visitors to the convention. 

 
Edith Alzure 
Oakdale, MN 
Lutheran Church of Peace, Maplewood 
  
Stephanie Becker             
Hastings, MN 
St. Philips Lutheran Church, Hastings 
  
Carolyn Sampson             
Eagan, MN 
Shepherd of the Valley, Eagan 

tion, I love this organization and was brought up in the church kitchen washing dishes with the ladies of my 
home congregation.  I still find myself grabbing a dishtowel and helping at a funeral when visiting my home 
church.  It is just what you do!  Catching up with other Women of the ELCA and listening to what is being ac-
complished in the congregation and community.  Always exciting to give and receive hugs to so many!  It is 
the same with our convention, so many hugs from so many ladies.  Encouragement and prayers abound.  As 
the theme reminds us, “Lift High the Cross with Kindness and Love”, we are Called to Serve with Glad-
ness in our Hearts!  Praise be to God!       Diane Henning 

Overall Impressions of Convention 2017 

The smell of coffee perking and sweet baked goods, and right inside the 
door of St Philip’s, the Fair Trade coffee, chocolate, and nuts reached out 
to pull you in. If that was not enough, the chatter of women’s voices and 
laughter made the narthex ring.  Spending time with a group of women 
with shared values and Lutheran roots is an amazing event.   
 

The first day started with a lovely soup luncheon after which we attended the first plenary or visited the exhib-
its.  At two o’clock we met for worship with Holy Communion.  We were blessed with lovely piano music 
through lunch and as we gathered for worship and the banquet.  Sue Saarem, a synodical president from 
Amery, WI graciously gave her keyboard talents to fill our first day with hymns.   
 

Pastor Greg Geier led worship focusing on more of the Titus passage.  We were encouraged to lift high our 
cross with kindness and love. “Lift High the Cross” was our theme song, of course.  We shared Holy Com-
munion and were graced with the presence of Executive Director, Linda Post Bushkovsky.   
Every time there was a break in the schedule women sat in groups visiting or shopped.  And there was a lot to 
look at and to buy.  Guatemala and Sub Saharan groups had their beautiful products available for sale, and 
many bags and were seen around the convention having been purchased at one of these tables.  We had two 
writers also on site.  They sold autographed copies of their books.  Many books were seen being carried 
throughout the two days.  Of course, Fair Trade coffee, chocolate and nuts were available as well as the few 
remaining Lucinda pins.  Then, there were the baskets!  Such wonderful offerings to fill the coffers of our 
scholarship fund.  It was amazing to Amanda Allen the interest shown in Camp Noah and the material offering 
that came in, 225 complete kid’s kits and 25 fleece blankets with more underway.   
 

Convention is always a time of renewed friendships, spiritual blessing, and learning.  If you didn’t make it to 
convention this year, put it on your “to do” list for next year.  Tricia Niesche 
 

See other articles for more convention information. 

SWO Board Members Elected at Convention 
 
Two year terms: 

President  ~ Tricia Niesche 
Treasurer ~ Darlene Sigstad 
Board Members ~  Carol Bidwell 
 Carolyn Sampson 
 Sharon Satre 

One year term: 
 Borad Member ~  Virginia Coller 

New Bridges Editor 

Carolyn Sampson volunteered to be the next 

Bridges  Editor. Contact her at 651-470-3937 

or cafsampson@gmail.com 
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Continued on page 5 

Churchwide Executive Representtative ~  BECKY SHURSON 
 
Becky Shurson was elected secretary of the churchwide executive board of Women of the ELCA in July 
2014.  She serves on the constitution review committee and the executive committee.  Becky resides in Yu-
caipa, CA with her husband John.  Their son, Lucas, graduates from St. Olaf College in Northfield, MN this 
year. 
 

Becky spoke at the Conference on Friday afternoon, bringing greetings from the churchwide board. 
 

What things had you done on Friday? Did you pack a lunch for someone; leave a hot dish in the fridge for 
your family; hug someone; shed a tear; take out your recycling; say a prayer? 
 

“You can't get through a single day without having an impact on the world around you…. 
what you do makes a difference and you have to decide what kind of difference you want to 
make.”  Jane Goodall British anthropologist 

 

So, what have you done today that makes a difference? What were we doing at the gathering of the SPA 
SWO? We were there in a community of women created in the image of God, the community where we are 
called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, and where, empowered by the holy spirit, we commit ourselves to: grow 
in faith; affirm our gifts, support one another in our callings, engage in ministry and action, and promote heal-
ing and wholeness in the church, the society and the world. 
 

Allow your imagination to go and think of a quilt as a physical representation of our community of women cre-
ated in the image of God.  The uniqueness of a quilt is the way it is made: 

 a quilt could just be a top, but it wouldn't be very warm; 

 it could just be a bottom, but then it might not be warm OR be much to look at; 

 it could just be the middle but that wouldn't hold up very well either; 

 it could just be sewn on the edges, but then all the parts would be very floppy if not stitched together. 
But putting all parts together, there's strength in that quilt.  It can be a floor, a blanket, a sun shield, all the 
things those Lutheran World Relief quilts are made to be. 
 

Thinking of the Women of the ELCA as a quilt, the strength of our community comes from how our community 
is made: a community of women who gather in 7,000 congregations in the US and Caribbean; we live in our 
community of women as parts of three different interdependent expressions: working together, giving to one 
another and relying on one another to share common purpose.  We are stitched together in the beautiful quilt 
of community.  What can we do with this quilt? What do we wrap our quilt around? As congregational units, 
we: 

 study scripture  

 pray 

 work for racial justice and advocacy 

 serve our congregations 

 care for our buildings 

 make quilts 

 feed the hungry 

 raise money for local, national and international ministries 

 invite each other to new opportunities. 
 

Other ways the quilt of community makes a difference is through programs that enable women to act boldly 
on their faith.  Programs such as cross-cultural immersion like the 2013 trip to visit people of Rocky Boy's 
Reservation. Programs for global education and accompaniment—walking with other women globally.  Wom-
en Building Global Community trip to Liberia in 2012, or Tanzania in 2015. 
 

Quilt of community also used to make a difference through grants: churchwide org administers grants (main 
part of the program currently under review but we continue to provide funding in other ways). 
 

The churchwide quilt of community also makes a difference through scholarships in many categories: women 

SWO Convention Speakers 
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Camp Noah ~ Amanda Allen 

Did you know that Camp Noah is celebrating its 20th birthday?    

Camp Noah is the unique camp that comes to kids who have experienced the trauma of natural disasters.  In 
its 20 year history it has hosted camps in 29 states, impacting 14,000 kids ages 5 - 12, and 4,000 volunteers.  
Amanda Allen shared history, goals, and some of the ways communities and LSS partner to run these camps.  
The five day, 9 – 3 day camp allows kids to process the trauma in healthy ways with the support of trained 
staff and an on-site mental health professional. 

Lutheran Social Service held its first camp in 1997 following the floods in the Grand Forks area.  The head-
quarters remain in LSS MN, though the camp takes place wherever the need arises.  Camp Noah partners 
with area agencies to meet the needs of the community.  There is no cost to the children and families attend-
ing, but obviously there is a cost to bringing the camp program to the children.  Each child receives a tied 
fleece blanket and a Kid’s Kit.  These are donated by churches, organizations, and individuals who choose to 
put these together.  Kid’s Kits contain markers, crayons, water color paints, a pen, a pencil and pencil sharp-
ener, a pair of scissors, a glue stick, and a container of Play-Doh.  These supplies are used during the week 
for art projects and journaling.  They also replace a bit of what the children probably lost in the flood, the fire, 
the tornado, or other disaster.  Children also receive a preparedness backpack, provided by LSS.  These kits 
make kids feel better prepared to face a new problem.  

Camp Noah builds on the story of the flood which is found in all three major religions, Christianity, Judaism, 
and Islam.  The camp can be faith based or not in order to best meet the needs of each specific community.  
Camp Noah seeks to help build resiliency, restore hope, and prepare kids for the future.  We know that kids 
who are not able to process the feelings brought about by trauma experienced as a child, are more likely to 
have trouble as they move into adulthood and beyond.  Camp Noah helps build strong kids and strong kids 
make communities stronger.  You can help by sponsoring a camper or a camp, donating kid’s kits or fleece 
blankets, serving on a certified camp staff team, or promoting awareness of the program in your church or 
community.  More information can be found at www.campnoah.org       Tricia Niesche   
 
Banquet Speaker ~ Penne Peterson-Sewall ~ “Helda Pay” 

Penne Peterson-Sewell, also known as, Helda Pay brought our convention theme to life as she shared faith, 
fun and fellowship.  Don’t Ya Know!! 

Helda shared the many challenges we face as women of God, but also the many joys we celebrate as part of 
God’s family.  Dear Helda works as the activities director of the “Lutern Home for the Unpleasant.”  Helda 
demonstrated their daily exercise routine leaving us holding our sides with laughter.  As we laughed with and 
at her, we realized that there WILL be HELDA PAY!!  Don’t Ya Know!! 

administrators, women of color leaders, women planning service abroad, women planning occupations in 
Christian service, and planning ordained ministries. 
 

A convention report says the SPA SWO does a million diverse things: support racial justice advocacy, the 
homeless, community food shelves, Fair Trade, LWR, knitting and quilting, Women's Advocates on Grand 
Avenue, hunger initiatives, local mission churches, Camp Noah, ELCA good gifts and many others, AND sup-
port ministries in companion synods in Guatemala and Tanzania. 
 

Becky reminded us that we have no way of knowing the impact of the SWO work we do and told about a 
SWO that once sent $250 in offering to their companion synod in Ethiopia marked to be used for women.  A 
few years later the Bishop told the SWO he had received a report from Ethiopia that “they had used the funds 
to send two women to seminary just as the women in the U.S. told them to do”. 
 

Becky gave some statistics for the Triennial to be held in Minneapolis in July.  As of May 1st, 2,398 people had 
registered to attend – 914 first-time attendees; 1,154 tickets sold for National Lutheran Choir; 284 registered 
for Run, Walk, Roll; 599 tours purchased; 12 international attendees. 
 

There are many more ways the quilt of community serves.   
 

Thank you, Becky, for being with us.  You gave us so many things to think about.  We hope you can come to 
be with us again. 

http://www.campnoah.org
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SWO Convention Learning Session Speakers 

Hope on the Journey ~ Jean Larson   
 

Saturday afternoon learning sessions were most interesting including Presenter, Jean M. Larson. Jean 
shared with us readings from her book “Hope on the Journey: Walking with Chronic Disease”.  
Through her book Jean reflects her feelings and experiences as she walked shoulder to shoulder with her 
husband Milton on his 24 year journey with Parkinson’s disease. 
 

 As I listened to her read from her book, I found myself thinking of all the friends and family I know who have 
been caregivers to their family and others. I believe that in Jean sharing her intimate thoughts and reflections 
in her book and in public forums others will open-up and talk about their experiences with caregiving.  In shar-
ing our stories as Jean has with the changes, struggles, losses, and grief of being a caregiver maybe we can 
uplift each other and gain strength from each other’s stories. You are not alone. 
 

The following is from the Parkinson web site:  A quote attributed to former first lady Rosalynn Carter 
says, “There are only four kinds of people in the world - those who have been caregivers, those who 
are caregivers, those who will be caregivers and those who will need caregivers” 
 

Food for thought! 
 
 
Lifetime Struggles and Everyday Blessings ~ Martha Wagner 
 

Growing up, Martha never expected anything bad would happen. She was surrounded by people who always 
seemed happy and she does not remember anyone talking about sad situations. 
 

She realized after she was married and had children that life was not always peaches and cream. During her 
lifetime, she lost one of her twin children, dealt with a son who was an addict, and is caring for her mother 
who suffers from Parkinson's disease. 
 

Her life was changed after reading Harold Kushner's book, "When Bad Things Happen to Good People". 
Through her writings, her faith, support groups, and humor, Martha learned to overcome and even learned 
from the painful life events. 
 

You may contact Martha at: marthweg@gmail.com, 651-402-6476, and through her blog at-
www.marthawegner.squarespace.com. 
 
 

My Neighbor is Muslim  ~ Jenn Luong 

 

Jenn Luong, a seminary student and working at Lutheran Social Services lead a power point lsession, My 
Neighbor is Muslim .  I learned that many Muslim practices are cultural and NOT religious. An example is the 
head garb that is a cultural choice.  

  Islam is the name of the faith.  
  Muslim is a person who practices Islam.       

                                      

This program  can be presented  to any group.   For further information contact LSS, wwwlssmn.org, and 
check out "My Neighbor is Muslim"        
           

Be Blessed - Jackie Boorman  -   former SWO board member            

Luncheon Speakers ~ Lindsay Bates & Jessica Moes  

Our luncheon speakers on Saturday, May 6, were two Young Adults in Global Mission. Lindsay Bates & 
Jessica Moes spent time in Cambodia. They formed a friendship while serving in the Young Adults in Global 
Mission project. They talked about the focus on “We.” They shared everything in their host village; and, 
learned that part of the training as YAGM, that there was no distinction between them as a person and the 
people in the village. It was exciting to listen to these two young adults as they told us about their commitment 
with the YAGM program; and, how they are exploring their career options back in the U.S.A. 
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Treasurer’s Report 
 
The amount received from the convention for offering, held May 5 -6, 2017 was 
$5,054.00 which will change as checks are still being received for convention 
offering. One-half of that amount will be sent to ELCA Churchwide Organization, 
¼ to Camp Noah and ¼ to ELCA Good Gifts to purchase Goats.  In addition to 
the $1,263.40 an additional amount has been received of $1,993.57 totaling 
$3,256.97 being sent to ELCA Good Gifts. Camp Noah also received $187.00 

plus $1,263.40 totaling $1,450.40 in addition to the kits (225) that were assembled and donated to Camp No-
ah.  From the sale of Lucinda pins donations are being made to the Autism Society, ELCA Good Gifts and 
Breast Cancer Awareness. 
 

In June, a letter will be sent to all the churches in the Saint Paul Area Synod with the new Form A, B and C 
enclosed. These new forms should be used to send money to the Saint Paul Area Synodical Organization 
and for Women of the ELCA churchwide.  
 

If you have questions  please contact me at 651-653-6445 or e-mail darlene.sigstad@gmail.com 
 

Please send Saint Paul Synodical Women’s Organization donations to me at: 
 Darlene Sigstad, 3701 Sun Terrace,  White Bear Lake, MN   55110 
 

Thank you for your generosity to Women of the ELCA! 

Solar Communities   ~  J. Drake Hamilton   
J. Drake Hamilton is Fresh Energy’s Science Policy Director and an expert in climate policy on the state and 
national levels.  She works in policy development of clean energy solutions to global warming that will max-
imize economic opportunities for the Midwest.  She is a tireless advocate for clean energy, climate and 
health. 
 

Fresh Energy is a private non-profit, located in St. Paul, whose goal it is to promote affordable reliable ener-
gy which helps to provide clean water and clean air.  Their goals are: To increase wind, solar and innovative 
clean electricity solutions that create jobs and improve Minnesota communities;  Transition away from coal 
and other fossil fuels;  Promote energy efficiency in our utility system and in Minnesota homes, schools, and 
commercial buildings and Create more clean and affordable transportation choices, including electric cars 
and buses.  
 

DID YOU KNOW:   

 Solar energy increased 80% in Minnesota in the past 3 months.   

 The goal is to provide 10% of the entire states electricity from solar by 2030.   

 The clean energy sector employed 4 million Americans in 2016.   

 Solar jobs increased by 25% in Minnesota in the last year. 
 

In Chisago county, within our St. Paul Area Synod, is the largest solar farm in the Midwest.  This farm has 
440,000 solar panels covering 1,000 acres.  WOW!!  Making Minnesota a cleaner healthier state for all of us 
to live in and enjoy.   

COFFEE & CHOCOLATE: Gail Ahrens 

If your church is interested in borrowing the stock to sell, 
please contact me ~ 651-739-1551!  Several churches 

have been very successful in selling the items to support 
the farmers of Fair Trade.  It is a great way to support the 
farmers directly.  Almonds, coffee, tea and chocolate of 

many varieties are available.   
SERRV.org has many other items for sale. 

mailto:darlene.sigstad@gmail.com
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Resolution 17-02 

  

SUPPORT FOR WOMEN AND CHILDREN OF THE IRINGA DIOCESE 

  

WHEREAS the Women of the Saint Paul Area Synod (SPAS) recognize the importance of being connected 

in our faith; and 

  

WHEREAS there is a responsibility of sharing knowledge with others; and 

  

WHEREAS it is important for the Women and Children of the Iringa Diocese to learn the skills needed in tak-

ing good care of their physical, spiritual, and emotional selves; and 

  

WHEREAS it is important for the Women and Children of the Iringa Diocese to learn skills that will give them 

economic benefit; and 

  

WHEREAS it is important for the Women and Children of the Iringa Diocese to grow in their faith in Jesus 

Christ; 
  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Women of the SPAS be encouraged to offer prayers in support of 

the Women and Children of the Iringa Diocese; and be it further 

  

RESOLVED that the congregational units of the SPA Synodical Women’s Organization together strive to 

contribute $1,000 during 2017 and again during 2018 to Women and Children of the Iringa Diocese to 

help ensure that they are able to meet on a regular basis; and be it further 

  

RESOLVED that the SPA SWO Board direct communication through Director Peter Harrits regarding the 

Women and Children of the Iringa Diocese and our support and encouragement. 
   

Submitted by:    

Executive Board of the St Paul Area Synodical Women’s Organization 2017 

Resolution 17-01 

  

SUPPORT FOR WOMEN OF GUATEMALA 

  

WHEREAS the women of the Saint. Paul Area Synod (SPAS) and the women of Iglesia Luterana Agustina de 

Guatemala (ILAG) recognize the importance of being together; and 

  

WHEREAS there is a responsibility of sharing knowledge with others; and 

  

WHEREAS it is important for the women of ILAG to learn the skills needed in taking good care of their physi-

cal, spiritual, and emotional selves; and 

  

WHEREAS it is important for the women of ILAG to learn skills that will give them economic benefit; and 

  

WHEREAS it is important for the Women of ILAG to grow in their faith in Jesus Christ;  
  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the women of the SPAS be encouraged to offer prayers in support of 

the Women of ILAG; and be it further 

  

RESOLVED that the congregational units of the SPA Synodical Women’s Organization together strive to con-

tribute $1,000 during 2017 and again during 2018 to Women of ILAG to help ensure that they are able 

to meet on a regular basis.  
  

Submitted by:    

Bethesda Lutheran Church, East Central Cluster 

Resolutions Passed at SWO Convention  
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GATHERING TOGETHER………….. 

A mini-retreat introducing the 2017-2018 “Gather” Bible Study 
 

Saturday September 16, 2017 
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
2499 N. Helen St. 

North St. Paul, MN. 
 
Registration: 8:30-9:00am.  Bible Study: 9:00am-12:30pm - followed by lunch 

The Bible Study, again this year, is written by several different authors.   

In the Fall, we will have three lessons on the Apostles’ Creed.  Pastor Julia Seymour from Anchor-
age, Alaska will explore what creeds are for, what we’re saying about God and Jesus, what’s miss-
ing but still might be encompassed and how we can still have questions and ask God to help and 
guide us. 

December will bring an Advent/ Christmas devotional. 

In 2018, Professor Mark Allen Powell will explore what Biblical stories mean to people around the 
world. He is a professor of New Testament at Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Columbus, Ohio. The title 
of the study is Multiple Meanings: Learning from Other Interpretations.  

Our Bible Study leader will be Lindsey M. B. Bina.   

Lindsey M. B. Bina is a candidate for ordained ministry of word and sacrament in the ELCA and is 
currently serving on the pastoral staff at St. Mark's Lutheran Church in North St. Paul, Minnesota. 
Raised in Mendota Heights, Minnesota, Lindsey attended Luther College in Decorah, Iowa and grad-
uated with a degree in religion and international studies. After graduation, Lindsey moved to Seattle, 
Washington to serve with the Lutheran Volunteer Corps, where she developed youth programming 
around topics related to non-violence and accompanied women experiencing homelessness through 
their journey to housing. In addition to her seminary studies, Lindsey has worked with non-profit or-
ganizations and higher-education institutions specializing in the areas of student affairs, volunteer 
management, and fundraising. Lindsey graduated from Luther Seminary with her Master of Divinity 
in May of 2017. Lindsey and her husband Jeff reside in North Minneapolis with their dog and cat. 
She enjoys making music, going to baseball games, reading, hiking, and working on house projects. 
 
We at St. Mark’s have enjoyed Lindsey’s leadership over the past months.  She enjoys Bible Study 
and loves to teach and share the word of God with others.  We look forward to having her with us for 
the overview of the upcoming Gather Bible Study. 
. 
In His Love,  
Virginia Coller, Committee Chair 
651-777-0584 or ginnacoller@hotmail.com 

Annual Craft and Bake Sale 
Saturday, October 7, 2017 

8:30 am to 2:00 pm 
Chicken Wild Rice will be served at 11:30 am 

At 
Luther Memorial Church   

315 15th Ave North 
South St Paul 
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2017—2018  Saint Paul Area Synodical Women’s Organization 

Executive Board Members 

President ** 

Tricia Niesche  

612-281-7497  

tricia.niesche@gmail.com  

St. Mark, Circle Pines (NC)   

 

Vice President  

Gail Ahrens    

651-739-1551  
ahrens-michael@comcast.net  

Lutheran Church of Peace/ 

Maplewood  (SE)   

Secretary  

Sue Long  

651-331-1015  

prescottbirders 

@centurylink.net   

Gloria Dei, St. Paul (SC)   

Treasurer  * 

Darlene Sigstad 

651-653-6445 

Darlene.sigstad@gmail.com  

White Bear Lake (EC) 

Board Members  

Marianne Adelmann 

612-309-8404 

marianne.adelmann@gmail.com 

Mount Calvary, Eagan (S) 

Mission: Action 

South Cluster Liaison 

 

Carol Bidwell  ** 

651-455-3441  

cabbid@msn.com  

Luther Memorial/S St Paul (SE) 

Mission: Community 

South East Cluster Liaison 
 

Virginia Coller ** 

651-777-0584 

ginnacoller@hotmail.com 

St. Mark, No. St Paul, (EC) 

Mission: Growth 

North Cluster Liaison 

 

Susan Fredricksen 

651-430-1111  

terisu1981@gmail.com  

Our Savior’s, Stillwater (EC) 

Mission: Community 

East Central Liaison 

 

Carolyn Sampson **  

651-470-3937  

cafsampson@gmail.com 

Shepherd of the Valley/ 

  Apple Valley (S)   

Mission: Action 

North Central Cluster Liaison 
 

Sharon Satre  ** 

612-432-6690  

SharonSatre@gmail.com 

St. Anthony Park, St Paul (SC)   

Mission: Growth 

South Central Cluster Liaison 

 

** Newly elected  

* Relected 

Non-Board   

Lois Berg  

763-789-9113  

lois_berg@comcast.net  

Christ the King, New Brighton (NC)  

Information Coordinator   

 

Wanda Hurtgen  

651-770-1905  

cwphurtgen@juno.com  

St. Mark, No. St. Paul (EC)  

Communication Coordinator   

 

Becky Maier  

651-271-3758 

jbmaier@hotmail.com  

Our Savior’s, Stillwater (EC)  

Guatemala   

 

Lynette Zika  

651-642-1691 

 jlz1122@prodigy.net  

Immanuel, St. Paul (SC)  

Racial Justice Advocate   

 

Carolyn Sampson  

651-470-3937  

cafsampson@gmail.com 

Shepherd of the Valley/Apple Valley(S)   

Racial Justice Advocate   &  

Bridges Editor 

 

Barb Greaves  

651-578-7916  

bl40gr11@comcast.net 

Grace, St. Paul (SC)  

Historian  

Cluster Leaders  

North Cluster  

Carol Johnson 651-257-5918  

jlakhome1@frontier.net   

Trinity/Lindstrom 

   

North Central Cluster  

Lu Zibell     651-482-1965  

Church of the Resurrection/Roseville   

 

East Central Cluster  

Jackie Boorman  651-436-5430  

jjboorman@live.com  

Christ, Lake Elmo (EC)  
 

Linda Kapaun   651/777-8580   

kapaun6580@msn.com  

St. Mark’s, North St. Paul  

 

South Central Cluster  

Joy Albrecht   651-644-8833  

joy_a@juno.com  

St Anthony Park/   
 

Helen Bandow    651-215-4869 

Christ on Capitol Hill/ St. Paul  

  

 

JoAnn Hogenson  651-698-5783  

joann.hogenson@q.com  

Immanuel/St. Paul  

  

South East Cluster  

Carol Bidwell 651-455-3441  

cabbid@msn.com  

Luther Memorial/S St Paul   

 

Naomi Dorau  651-451-8126  

Bethesda/Inver Grove Hgts  

 

Heather Lanka   651-246-2207 

hal7msp@gmail.com  

King of Kings, Woodbury   

 

South Cluster  

Darla Kimmes  651-437-6018  

dakimmes@embarqmail.com  

St. Phillips, Hastings  

 

Robin Kieffer   651-216-3611  

rlkieffer60@gmail.com 

Easter,  Eagan 

Cluster Key:    

(N) North  (NC) North Central        

(S) South        (EC) East Central      

(SE) South East  (SC) South Central 
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Our Mission 

To mobilize women to act boldly  
on their faith in Jesus Christ 

  

Purpose Statement 
As a community of women 
created in the image of God, 

called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, 
and                                                                                                                      
empowered by the Holy Spirit, 

We commit ourselves to  
grow in faith, 
affirm our gifts, 
support one another in our callings, 
engage in ministry and action, and  
promote healing and wholeness  

in the church, 
the society, and 
the world. 

To continue your present subscription or to begin receiving Bridges please send $5.00/year and this form  

to:  Lois Berg, 3912 Roosevelt St. NE, Saint Anthony, MN 55421.     

For more information call Lois at 763-789-9113 or lois_berg@comcast.net        

Name _________________________________________________________________________________  

Address _______________________________________________________________________________ 

City ________________________________________________ State __________ Zip ________________  

Congregation/City _______________________________________________________________________  

Renewal ___    New Subscription ___        $5.00/year         Enclosed $_________ for ___ Year(s)  

Change of Address   Yes___   No ___   Phone ___________________   Email ______________________  

Your mailing label should indicate an expiration date. Please renew when necessary.                                                   

Checks should be made payable to:  W/ELCA Saint Paul Area Synod  

Lavon Evelyn Lutz 

On May 11, 2017 we lost a truly gracious woman.  Lavon Lutz 
was the quintessential pastor’s wife.  She and her husband 
Pastor Lyle Lutz raised 4 children as well as fostering a student 
with special needs.  Throughout her life she involved herself in 
her family’s life, her church’s life, and the life of whatever com-
munity in which they resided, seven Midwestern parishes here 
in the United States and 5 years in Tanzania.  She participated 
in Women of the ELCA from the beginning, even becoming the 
first email coordinator.  She led Bible studies, worked on com-
mittees, and did what needed to be done to keep things moving 
forward. 
 
Lavon developed symptoms of Parkinson Disease in 1979.  For 
about 20 years she continued to manage home, driving, teach-
ing confirmands and Bible study groups, as well as beginning 
to work with the Parkinson community locally and nationally.  
As Lavon’s health declined, Lyle took over more of the duties 
as caregiver.  He proudly shares that Lavon continued to cut 
his hair until the very end. 
 
Lavon and Lyle were featured in a website and in Parkinson’s 
‘Live It’ magazine issues for their caregiving partnership in 
managing Parkinson’s.  Lyle was quick to point out that Lavon 
had taken care of home and hearth for all those years so he 
could be the best that he could be as a pastor.  It was his turn 
now to care for her, a sacred calling.  June 8, 2017 marks their 
60th wedding anniversary.  
 
Lavon continues to give by donating her brain for research at 
Brain Endowment Bank.  Memorials may be directed to Nation-
al Parkinson’s Foundation, Parkinson’s Research or Katie’s 
Fund. 
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Change Service Requested 

Bridges is emailed as a PDF file to all churches in the Saint Paul Area Synod.  
Please encourage your church to post or link it to their website, and share with other women in your church.  

If the email is not being received, or another address should be used, please contact Tricia Niesche  
tricia.niesche@gmail.com  

Thank you to the Saint Paul Area Synod Office for providing this service to us!  

Bridges is published four times a year.  
Information for the Fall 2017 issue must be submitted by 

August 15th.  
Send Bridges articles via e-mail to: Carolyn Sampson   

cafsampson@gmail.com (651-470-3937)  

 

For subscription information contact:  
Lois Berg   lois_berg@comcast.net  

3912 Roosevelt St. NE, Saint Anthony, MN 55421  
(763) 789-9113  

Calendar of Events 

 

June 5, 10:30 am EC & NC Cluster Planning Mtg St Mark’s N. St Paul 
July 13-16, 2017 Triennial Convention Minneapolis 
August 12, 9:00 am—3:00pm SWO Board Meeting St. Anthony Park, St. Paul 
September 16, 8:30 am Bible Study Mini-retreat St . Mark’s, N. St. Paul 
May 4-5, 2018 SWO Convention Christ, Lake Elmo 


