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Our Mission
To mobilize women to act 
boldly on their faith in Jesus 
Christ.  

Purpose Statement
As a community of women  
created in the image of God,  
called to discipleship in Jesus 
Christ, and  
empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
We commit ourselves to 
grow in faith, 
affirm our gifts, 
support one another in our 
callings, 
engage in ministry and action, 
and promote healing and 
wholeness  
in the church,  
the society, and  
the world.

Tenth Triennial: All Anew 
By Robin Keiffer

Inspiring, thought-provoking, call to action and fellowship. These are just 
some of the words and phrases that describe the Tenth Triennial 
Convention and Gathering of the Women of the ELCA, held in 
Minneapolis in July. Over 3,200 women (and some men, including a 
bishop from SE Minnesota) attended, including a record 1,300 for the 
first time. 

Rooted in the scripture, planting seeds on fertile ground, we heard 
fantastic speakers like Leymah Gbowee, a Nobel Peace Prize recipient 
from Liberia, ask us “With whom is God asking us to align today?” and 
“In whose corner are we being called to stand?” She said God is asking for 
availability – to be there all the way, to help tear down walls, cross 
invisible borders Bible study leaders Kelly Fryer    Continued on page 11
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Reflections 
By Tricia Niesche, Saint Paul Area Synodical Organization President

The Tenth Triennial Convention of the 
Women of the ELCA was busy, 
encouraging, enlightening, and 
entertaining. Together with sisters from all 
over the nation we managed to complete 
the business of our organization as well as 
having time to fellowship and share with 
one another. Even Bishop Eaton got into 
the spirit of giving and receiving. Bishop 
Eaton was gifted with a bright pink t-shirt 
from Rockin’ Region 4 and a bright pink 
fascinator from another region, as well as a 
bracelet from another. While still presiding over a question and answer 
session, she removed her jacket and slipped on the t-shirt. The 
fascinator was adjusted on her head and the bracelet slipped over her 
wrist. Good natured, she stood before us all bedecked in her new finery. 
What a good sport!

Actions taken by the 300 voting members who represented our 
member bodies 

• Acted to affirm the ELCA’s repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery 
and encourage education and relationship building.

• Referred to the 2017–2020 Executive Board consideration of 
budgetary support for Today’s Dream: Tomorrow’s Reality (TDTR) 
anti-racism programming.

• Resolved to raise awareness of the tainted water in Flint, Michigan, 
and/or offer tangible support to the people in Flint.

• Rejected the memorial to lower the number of Synodical Women’s 
Organization (SWO) elected board members to three.

• Resolved to support the United Nations Convention on the Rights of 
a Child and clearly condemn all forms of corporal punishment of 
children.

• Resolved to educate and act to reduce domestic abuse and violence 
and help survivors recover.

• Resolved to encourage all participants to hold in prayer the Bible 
Women of India.

• Resolved to establish July 11–February 4, 2018, as a time of prayer in 
ELCA congregations to end human trafficking, and to work in 
cooperation with other agencies, task forces and groups to end human 
trafficking and support its victims.

• Resolved to “go green” at the Eleventh Triennial Convention and 
Gathering in 2020, encouraging voting members and participants to 
reduce waste by using their personal electronic devices instead of 
paper and by bringing reusable cups and refillable water bottles.

• Resolved to support the leadership needs in the ELCA by 
encouraging women to seek ordination Continued on page 11

Bishop Elizabeth Eaton

New Board Members 

A new church-wide board was elected 
at the Tenth Triennial Convention of 
the Women of the ELCA in 
Minneapolis in July.

President 
Lisa Plorin, Upham ND 
Vice President  
Becky Shurson, Eugene, OR 
Secretary  
Freddie Jordan, Columbus, OH 
Treasurer 
Anna Sarver, Greensburg, PA

Board Members 
Angela Bell, Bellville, TX 
Tina Bigelow, Poulsbo, WA 
Elizabeth Burgess, Augusta, ME 
Lois Bylund, Moorhead, MN 
Anissa Canova, Gouldsboro, PA 
Lydia Davila, Bayamon, PR 
Rev. Dina Dutta, Lawrence, KS 
Sandra Grier, Williamsport, PA 
Sara Larson, Balaton, MN 
Laura Krueger, Avondale, AZ 
Joy Michalicek, Duluth, MN 
Kandy Pflaster, Cozad, NE  
Keala Simoes, Honolulu, HI 
Viviane Thomas-Breitfeld, 
Brookfield, WI  
Lynette Todd, Baltimore, MD 
Barbara Tormondsen, Greenwich, CT  
Karen Voris, Eagle River, AK
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Babies Need Boxes 
Shopping List  

Items needed for maternity 
packages given to teen moms and 
other at-risk parents in 
Minnesota, will be collected at the 
Katie Luther: Here I Stand event 
sponsored by the East and North 
Central Clusters. (See event 
details, right.)  

• Baby wipes for sensitive skin 

• Baby lotions 

• Baby soaps 

• Baby nail care supplies 

• Diaper rash ointments 

• Baby thermometer 

• Sippy cups 

• Toddler plates, spoons and forks 

• Baby toys, teething toys and 
rattles

• Baby books (especially Spanish)

• Burp cloths

• Bibs 

• Bath Mitts

• Sleep Sacks 

Katie Luther: Here I Stand 
Presented by the East and North Central Clusters
The East and North Central Clusters combined Fall meeting will 
include a special program open to all.

This year of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation is a perfect time 
to learn more about the woman beside the man — Katherina Von Bora 
Luther. Pati Kachel, storyteller from The Parable Fund, will present a 
costumed introduction and tribute to this founding mother of our 
Lutheran faith. Katie was a remarkable, complex woman who has much 
to teach us. 

Thursday, October 26, 2017  
6:30 pm Registration and dessert  
7:00 pm Business meeting and program  

Our Savior's Lutheran Church  
1616 Olive St Stillwater, MN 55082 

Directions Take Highway 36 east to the County Road 5 exit. At the 
top of the ramp, turn left and cross the bridge. Follow this road into 
town as it curves to the right. The church is on the left at the bottom 
of the hill. 

Offerings Monetary Offering to Women of the ELCA Katie's Fund 
and Saint Paul Area SWO. Material offering to Babies Need Boxes 
Infant supplies for at-risk families. (See shopping list, left.) 
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Gathering Together Mini Retreat 
Introduction to the 2017-2018 Gather Bible Study 
Saturday September 16, 2017  
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
2499 N. Helen St. 
North St. Paul, MN 55109 
 
Registration 8:30-9:00 am  
Bible Study 9:00am-12:30 pm 
Followed by lunch 

The Bible Study, again this year, is 
written by several different authors. 

In the Fall, we will have three lessons 
on the Apostles’ Creed. Pastor Julia 
Seymour from Anchorage, Alaska will 
explore what creeds are for, what we’re saying about God and Jesus, 
what’s missing but still might be encompassed and how we can still have 
questions and ask God to help and guide us.

December will bring an Advent/ Christmas devotional.

In 2018, Professor Mark Allen Powell will explore what Biblical stories 
mean to people around the world. He is a professor of New Testament at 
Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Columbus, Ohio. The title of the study is 
Multiple Meanings: Learning from Other Interpretations. 

Our Bible Study leader will be Lindsey M. B. Bina. 
Lindsey M. B. Bina is a candidate for ordained ministry of word and 
sacrament in the ELCA and is currently serving on the pastoral staff at 
St. Mark's Lutheran Church in North St. Paul, Minnesota. Raised in 
Mendota Heights, Minnesota, Lindsey attended Luther College in 
Decorah, Iowa and graduated with a degree in religion and international 
studies. After graduation, Lindsey moved to Seattle, Washington to serve 
with the Lutheran Volunteer Corps, where she developed youth 
programming around topics related to non-violence and accompanied 
women experiencing homelessness through their journey to housing. In 
addition to her seminary studies, Lindsey has worked with non-profit 
organizations and higher-education institutions specializing in the areas 
of student affairs, volunteer management, and fundraising. Lindsey 
graduated from Luther Seminary with her Master of Divinity in May of 
2017. Lindsey and her husband Jeff reside in North Minneapolis with 
their dog and cat. She enjoys making music, going to baseball games, 
reading, hiking, and working on house projects.

Unit Leaders:  Please share this information with the women in your 
congregation and encourage them to attend. Copy and distribute the 
registration form as needed. Join other Christian women for this day of 
study and fellowship as we prepare for our upcoming Bible Study.

In His Love,  
Virginia Coller, Planning committee chair 
651-777-0584 or ginnacoller@hotmail.com

Coffee and Chocolate

You have probably seen the Fair 
Trade sales table at Saint Paul Area 
Synodical Women’s Organization 
(SWO) sponsored events such as the 
Spring Convention, the Soup Lunch, 
and Bible Study Enrichment. Maybe 
you even purchased some Fair Trade 
coffee, teas, chocolate bars, cashews 
or almonds. 

Your SWO sponsors this mission to 
raise awareness of Fair Trade and 
support a more equitable, alternative 
trade system and the livelihood of 
small farmers worldwide. The coffee, 
teas, and nuts are purchased from 
the Equal Exchange co-op. To learn 
more about their mission check out 
equalexchange.coop.

We purchase the delicious Divine 
chocolate products from from 
Kuapa Kokoo Cocoa Cooperative in 
Ghana through Serrv International, 
Inc. Turns out this is the first 
farmer-owned chocolate company in 
the world. Neat!

Serrv partners with 55 community-
based organization in 25 countries 
around the world.

To learn more about this ministry, 
explore serrv.org and “Artisan 
Stories” about the people who grow 
these products.

Look for the SWO Fair Trade sales 
table at the ”Gather” Bible Study on 
September 16, 2017 at St. Mark’s 
Lutheran Church in North St. Paul.

mailto:ginnacoller@hotmail.com
http://equalexchange.coop/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://serrv.org/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://equalexchange.coop/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://serrv.org/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:ginnacoller@hotmail.com
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Gathering Together Mini Retreat 
Introduction to the 2017-2018 “Gather” Bible Study 
“The Apostles Creed” and “ Multiple Meanings: Learning from Other 
Interpretations”

Saturday, September 16, 2017  
Registration 8:30-9:00 am  
Program 9 am-12:30 pm 
Lunch to follow.

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 2499 N. Helen St. North St. Paul, MN 55109 
Park in the west parking lot and enter through the Rees Hall doors.  
Handicapped parking and entrance on the southeast side of the church. 

Presenter Lindsey M. B. Bina, candidate for ordained ministry of the word 
and sacrament in the ELCA; currently serving on St. Mark’s pastoral staff.

Sponsored by ELCA Women of Immanuel, Gloria Dei, Lutheran Church of the Resurrection and St. Mark’s.

Bring your Bible, the Gather magazine and a notebook 
Lunch Chicken pasta salad, vegetable salad, fresh fruit, breads, sherbet and beverages. 
Nursery services available – Please bring a bag lunch for each child; milk will be provided.  

Cost $15.00 (includes registration, speaker, breaks and lunch).  
           Bible Study Only (No lunch) - $8.00.  
           Please make checks payable to Women of St. Mark’s, Memo: Bible Study Enrichment

Send registration and payment by Sept. 13 to:  
Virginia Coller 2417 Cowern Place North St. Paul, MN 55109 

For further information, contact Virginia Coller 651-777-0584 or ginnacoller@hotmail.com. 

————————————————————————————————————————

Registration  
Introduction to the 2017-2018 Gather Bible Study  

 

Name ______________________________________________________________ Phone ____________________________ 

Address _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Church _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Food allergies/ intolerances ______________________________________________________________________________  

Do you need nursery services? ______  If yes, list names and ages of children___________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Church leaders: Please copy and distribute as needed. 
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Tenth Triennial Facts 

• Seventeen board members were 
elected (see sidebar, page 3), a 
record 16 of them on the first 
ballot. 

•  Preliminary numbers for 
Thankofferings and in-kind gifts: 
Thanksoffering $50,000; offering 
at prayer services $3,800; $19,000 
in gift cards; 27,000 items for 
hygiene and clothing kits; and 
5,850 labyrinths sewn. These in-
kind gifts have both a local and 
global impact.

•  The 11th Triennial Convention and 
Gathering will be in Phoenix, AZ , 
July 16- 19, 2020. Don’t be afraid of 
the heat. We’ll be inside the air-
conditioned convention center 
most of the time. There was only a 
6 degree difference between 
Minneapolis and Phoenix the 
week of this year’s Gathering. 

•  Possible side trips for the 11th 
Triennial would be the Grand 
Canyon and Sedona, plus beautiful 
scenery and sunsets to behold in 
Arizona. So start saving now for an 
awe-inspiring, uplifting, energizing 
and spirit-led Triennial Gathering 
in 3 years.

Mission Community 
The June bible study, Ready or Not by Kelly Fryer, in the Gather magazine, 
was a discussion of the difference between being good and being nice. 
Kelly also gave this same study at this year’s Triennial.

One definition of nice is: pleasant; agreeable; satisfactory. One definition 
of good is: that which is morally right. 

Kelly talks about speaking up for those who are unable to or fearful of 
speaking up for themselves. How we must go out of our comfort zones 
(being nice) and enter areas of discomfort (being good). Being nice is 
non-confrontational, while being good means upsetting the status quo.

We have several biblical examples of Jesus’ call to us to be good Christians:

Matthew 25:40b I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the 
least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.

1 Timothy 6:17-18 Command those who are rich in this present world 
not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, 
but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for 
our enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, 
and to be generous and willing to share.

Matthew 7:1-3 Do not judge, or you too will be judged. For in the same 
way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it 
will be measured to you.

Acts 20:35 In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard 
work we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus 
himself said: “It is more blessed to give than to receive.”

The enormity of bias, discord, inequity and prejudice that surrounds us 
today can be overwhelming. We have the opportunity, though, to make a 
difference in the lives of others with gestures of being good. We can seek 
to understand those who are different than we are, whether it is by their 
skin color, religion, sexual orientation, ethnicity or political views. We 
can come to know that we are all loved by the same God and that we are 
all called to give that same love to all of His children in return.

Lift High the Cross with 
Kindness and Love
Titus 3:4-5 4But when the kindness 
and love of God our Savior appeared, 
5He saved us, not because of 
righteous things we had done, but 
because of his mercy. He saved us 
through the washing of rebirth and 
renewal by the Holy Spirit.

Local Mission Celebration 
on the way together
Saturday, September 23  
4:00-7:00 pm 
Christ the King Lutheran  
1900 7th St NW, New Brighton, MN 55112 

Speakers Pastor Peter Hanson of Christ the King and Mission 
Developer Ana Becerra of Cristo Rey will discuss the mutual partnership 
between Christ the King, an established Saint Paul Area Synod 
congregation, and Cristo Rey, one of the synod’s most recent mission 
developments.

Worship together, enjoy food from around the world, and get to know 
more about this local mission partnership.
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Tuesdays at Two 
September 5 – Pray for students, teachers and administrators as a new 
school year begins. Pray for a safe healthy environment where learning 
can take place.

September 12 – Pray for our Circles and Bible Study groups as they 
study God’s word. Open our minds and hearts to receive His teachings as 
we are in fellowship with other Christian women.

September 19 – Remembering the theme of the Tenth Triennial 
Gathering “All Anew” that as Christians we are not created to be 
comfortable and safe. Faith calls us to action.

September 26 – Pray for the farmers as they harvest their crops and 
provide for this country. Let us remember those, in all parts of the world, 
who suffer from hunger and famine. Pray that we use our gifts wisely to 
help those in need.

October 3 – Pray for those who mourn the loss of a loved one. Pray that 
they will feel God’s peace, and the continuing support of family and 
friends.

October 10 – Pray for our Senior Citizens, that resources be available in 
the church and community to meet their needs.

October 17 – Pray for those who are involved in turmoil in this country. 
Pray for the victims and those injured. Soften the hearts of the 
oppressors.

October 24 – Pray for and give thanks for our church leaders – Bishop 
Elizabeth Eaton, Bishop Patricia Lull, our pastors and church leaders and 
our synodical women’s leaders. Give them the skills to lead us in the way 
you would have us to go.

October 31 – On this All Saints Day, we celebrate those who have gone 
before us. We thank God for them and the contributions they made 
while here on earth.

November 7 – Pray for all U.S. citizens on this Election Day. May all 
eligible voters be encouraged to embrace their right, privilege and 
responsibility. Pray for the candidates for office and give them a fair and 
just heart.

November 14 – As the days and nights become cooler, pray for the 
homeless and the hungry. Pray that they will find safe shelter and food for 
nourishment and strength.

November 21 – Pray in thankfulness for our many blessings. May we 
always be mindful of all that You have given us, and may we always share 
with others.

November 28 – During this Advent season, prepare our hearts and our 
minds to celebrate the birth of Jesus. Our Savior. Our Messiah. Our 
Lord.

North Emanuel  
Final Service 

Sunday, September 17 
2:00 p.m. 

North Emmanuel Lutheran 
301 Hatch Ave W, Saint Paul 55117

Local Mission 
Celebration 

Saturday, September 23  
4:00-7:00 pm 
 
Christ the King Lutheran  
1900 7th St NW 
New Brighton, MN 55112

Annual Craft and  
Bake Sale 

Saturday, October 7 
8:30 am-2 pm 

Chicken Wild Rice Soup will be 
served at 11:30 am

Luther Memorial Church  
315 15th Ave N 
South St Paul, MN 55075

Katie Luther:  
Here I Stand 

Thursday, October 26  
6:30 pm Registration and dessert  
7:00 pm Business and program

Our Savior's Lutheran Church  
1616 Olive St Stillwater, MN 55082 

Global Mission Craft 
Sale 

Saturday, December 2 
9 am-3 pm 

St. Mark's Lutheran Church 
2499 N. Helen St. 
North St. Paul, MN 55109

Handmade crafts, homemade 
candies and breads.
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After Charlottesville 
By Bishop Patricia Lull, Saint Paul Area Synod

Over the past two years I have written 
several pastoral messages and spoken at 
conference and synod assemblies about 
the soul work we need to do to address 
issues of racism and racial justice as people 
of faith. The killing of the nine persons at 
Mother Emmanuel Church in Charleston, 
the disproportionate incarceration of young 
African American males across this country, 
the shooting death of Philando Castile a year 
ago, violence toward recent immigrants in our state, threats against the 
Jewish Community Center in Saint Paul and the recent bombing of the 
Al Farooq Islamic Center in Bloomington reflect the same violent and 
hate-filled activity that fueled the gathering of white supremacist 
groups in Charlottesville, Virginia this past weekend.

Our country’s strength is reflected in the rule of law in which free 
speech and the expression of divergent opinions are undergirded by a 
common respect for every racial and ethnic group within this vast 
nation. When hate-filled speech is borrowed from the Nazi and fascist 
movements of the 20th century and parades of protesters armed with 
clubs and torches and other weapons march through a college town as 
an intimidating show of force, we are far afield from the principles of 
our nation’s democratic ideals. White supremacy is wrong. Anti-
Semitism is wrong. An Islamophobic attack on the Muslim community 
in this country is wrong. Ignorance of and disrespect for the Native 
American community is wrong. 

But all these are more than wrong in the sight of God. They are sinful 
and evil. As people of faith we know that every one of our neighbors is 
created in the image of God. Any political ideology which places one 
race as superior to others is a form of idolatry.

I speak of our call to soul work because we do need to reckon with the 
roots and fruits of the increasingly brittle divisions in our country. 
Addressing racism, recognizing white privilege, standing against 
intimidation and violence is work we each must do. The Southern 
Poverty Law Center, a nationally recognized leader in addressing hate 
crimes, has pinpointed 10 active hate groups right here in Minnesota, 
several in the Twin Cities.

What can we do? We can begin in our homes and families. Our children 
and grandchildren deserve to grow up with a deep understanding of the 
dignity and beauty of all people. Not just people “like us” but all people. 
Talk to your children. Let them know why you are disturbed by events 
like those in Charlottesville. Talk to your adult siblings and in-laws, 
especially when racist or bigoted comments are made within your 
family gatherings. 

Every congregation in this synod is a venue for deepening awareness, 
repentance and learning. I am confident that prayers have been voiced 
in all our congregations, decrying violence and calling for healing of our 
nation.                             

Continued on page 9

Cluster Meetings 
North 

Saturday, October 7, 2017 
10:00 am 

Faith Lutheran Church  
Forest Lake, MN 55103

Washington County Attorney Pete 
Orput will speak about human 
trafficking prevention.   

South Central 

Saturday, October 21  
9:30-11:15 am  

Arlington Hills Lutheran 
Church 
1115 Greenbrier St 
St Paul, MN 55103

Speaker from Cherish All Children.

South East 

Saturday, October 21 

Speaker from Camp Noah.

East Central & North 
Central 

Thursday, October 26  

6:30 pm Registration and dessert 
7:00 pm Business meeting and 
Katie Luther: Here I Stand

Our Savior's Lutheran Church  
1616 Olive St Stillwater, MN 55082 

SWO Convention 

May 4-5 2018 

Christ Lutheran Church  
11194 36th St N  
Lake Elmo, MN 55042 

The chicks will be hatching.

https://www.splcenter.org/
https://www.splcenter.org/
https://www.splcenter.org/
https://www.splcenter.org/
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Convention Numbers 
Treasurer’s Report
The following offerings were received over the two day convention on 
May 5-6, 2017

Convention Offering $5,154.00

• 50% was sent to Women of the ELCA Church-wide in the amount 
of $2,577.00

• 25% to ELCA Good Gifts (purchase goats) in the amount of 
$1,288.50

• 25% to Camp Noah in the amount of $1,288.50

Total offering sent to ELCA Good Gifts for the purchase of goats was 
$3,732.00, which purchased 74 goats with the remainder  to be used as 
needed and the total offering sent to Camp Noah was $1,575.50. These 
additional offerings were collected prior to the convention and 
combined with the Convention offering. Money collected from the 
sale of Lucinda pins was donated to Minnesota Autism $50.00 and 
Women’s Cancer fund $20.00.

Convention Registration $3,545.00, Memorials received from sale of 
baskets was $610.00 the total expenses for the Convention were 
$6,032.94.

After Charlottesville 

Continued from page 8

Prayer is the right prelude to honest conversations about racism 
within our faith communities. Learning through book studies, or field 
trips, or partnerships with other faith communities not just like our 
own, all lead a congregation to greater maturity. The wider 
community needs the faithful, public and clear witness of us 
Lutherans and all that we have learned about the sin of silence in the 
last century.           

The places where we work and the places where we enjoy our leisure 
hours also need to be places where our deep, Christian commitments 
shine forth. If we can’t say aloud on Monday morning what we have 
lifted up in our prayers on Sunday, we certainly have more soul work 
to do. There is nothing easy about the call to life in Christ. But there 
is everything life-giving in following the way of our crucified Lord.

As a bishop of the ELCA, I am grateful that other people of faith 
were present as peacemakers in Charlottesville this past Friday and 
Saturday. The three ELCA bishops who were there represented the 
deep convictions about the human dignity of every race and ethnicity 
that we share across this church body. It now behooves us to be as 
clear in our convictions and our daily actions in Minnesota as others 
were in Virginia. 

Should I use Offering  
Form A, B or C? 

• Offering Form A – Use to 
submit Regular Offerings and 
SWO convention or cluster 
Offerings to your synodical 
Women’s Organization.  Make 
check payable to “Women of the 
ELCA”. Mail form with check to 
you synodical treasurer: Darlene 
Sigstad, 3701 Sun Terrace, White 
Bear Lake, MN 55110 any 
questions e-mail: 
Darlene.sigstad@gmail.com.

• Offering Form B – Use for 
Thankofferings, Where Needed 
Most, Katie’s Fund, Special 
Offerings, and other designated 
Gifts, including gifts to other 
ELCA ministries. Make check 
payable to “Women of the ELCA.” 
Mail from with check to: Women 
of the ELCA, ELCA Gift 
Processing Center, PO Box 1809, 
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009.

• Offering Form C – For use by 
Synodical Treasurers for offerings 
to the Church-wide Women’ 
Organization.

If you need additional forms please 
contact me or they can be 
downloaded online at 
womenoftheelca.org on the 
“stewardship resources” page.

Bold Connections is the free 
monthly e-newsletter of Women of 
the ELCA. Whether you 
participate a lot or a little in 
Women of the ELCA, and no 
matter what your role, you'll find 
helpful news and information about 
our programs and activities, and 
stories of how together we are living 
out our purpose and mission. Sign 
up for Bold Connections at 
www.womenoftheelca.org today!

http://womenoftheelca.org
http://womenoftheelca.org
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Board Members  
Marianne Adelmann 
612-309-8404 
marianne.adelmann@gmail.com 
Mount Calvary, Eagan (S) 
Mission: Action 
South Cluster Liaison 
  
Carol Bidwell 
651-455-3441  
cabbid@msn.com  
Luther Memorial/S St Paul (SE) 
Mission: Community 
South East Cluster Liaison 
  
Virginia Coller  
651-777-0584 
ginnacoller@hotmail.com 
St. Mark, No. St Paul, (EC) 
Mission: Growth 
North Cluster Liaison 
  
Susan Fredricksen 
651-430-1111  
terisu1981@gmail.com  
Our Savior’s, Stillwater (EC) 
Mission: Community 
East Central Liaison 
  
Carolyn Sampson  
651-470-3937  
cafsampson@gmail.com 
Shepherd of the Valley, 
Apple Valley (S)   
Mission: Action 
North Central Cluster Liaison 
  
Sharon Satre 
612-432-6690  
SharonSatre@gmail.com 
St. Anthony Park, St Paul (SC)   
Mission: Growth 
South Central Cluster Liaison

Non-Board   
Lois Berg  
763-789-9113  
lois_berg@comcast.net  
Christ the King, New Brighton (NC)  
Information Coordinator   
  
Wanda Hurtgen  
651-770-1905  
cwphurtgen@juno.com  
St. Mark, No. St. Paul (EC)  
Communication Coordinator   
  
Becky Maier  
651-271-3758 
jbmaier@hotmail.com  
Our Savior’s, Stillwater (EC)  
Guatemala   
  
Lynette Zika  
651-642-1691 
 jlz1122@prodigy.net  
Immanuel, St. Paul (SC)  
Racial Justice Advocate   
  
Carolyn Sampson  
651-470-3937  
cafsampson@gmail.com 
Shepherd of the Valley,  
Apple Valley (S)   
Racial Justice Advocate &  
Bridges Editor 
  
Barb Greaves  
651-578-7916  
bl40gr11@comcast.net 
Grace, St. Paul (SC)  
Historian 
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Carol Johnson 651-257-5918  
jlakhome1@frontier.net   
Trinity/Lindstrom 
   
North Central Cluster  
Lu Zibell 651-482-1965  
Church of the Resurrection/
Roseville   
  
East Central Cluster  
Jackie Boorman 651-436-5430  
jjboorman@live.com  
Christ, Lake Elmo (EC)  
  
Linda Kapaun 651/777-8580   
kapaun6580@msn.com  
St. Mark’s, North St. Paul  
  
South Central Cluster  
Joy Albrecht 651-644-8833  
joy_a@juno.com  
St Anthony Park/   
  
Helen Bandow 651-215-4869 
Christ on Capitol Hill/ St. Paul  
   
JoAnn Hogenson 651-698-5783  
joann.hogenson@q.com  
Immanuel/St. Paul  
  
South East Cluster  
Carol Bidwell 651-455-3441  
cabbid@msn.com  
Luther Memorial/S St Paul   
  
Naomi Dorau 651-451-8126  
Bethesda/Inver Grove Hgts  
  
Heather Lanka 651-246-2207  
hal7msp@gmail.com  
King of Kings, Woodbury   
  
South Cluster  
Darla Kimmes  651-437-6018  
dakimmes@embarqmail.com  
St. Phillips, Hastings  
  
Robin Kieffer   651-216-3611  
rlkieffer60@gmail.com 
Easter, Eagan
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Tricia Niesche  
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tricia.niesche@gmail.com 
St. Mark, Circle Pines (NC)  
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Gail Ahrens    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ahrens-michael@comcast.net  
Lutheran Church of Peace, 
Maplewood  (SE)
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Sue Long  
651-331-1015 
prescottbirders  
@centurylink.net   
Gloria Dei, St. Paul (SC)  

Treasurer 
Darlene Sigstad 
651-653-6445
darlene.sigstad@gmail.com 
White Bear Lake (EC)
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Tenth Triennial:  
All Anew  

Continued from page 1

and link arms with those pushed to 
the margins. Reflecting on the theme 
“Anew” she said Anew is not an event 
– it’s a process.

Bible study leaders Kelly Fryer and 
the Rev. Alexia Salvatierra also 
encouraged us to action. Matt 12:6 
reminds us that this is God’s gig and 
let that set you free. Don’t disengage, 
get woke, decide right now to be 
good rather than nice, and always 
take the side of those who are on the 
sidelines – where God is. Remember 
who you are – nothing will stop 
God’s mission. We need to “see” 
before we have compassion. services, 
along with the workshop presenters 
and servant event leaders. 

There was no shortage of 
opportunities to learn and energize 
our souls. ELCA Bishop Eaton, 
Minneapolis Bishop Svennungsen 
and Rev. Angela Khabeb brought 
dynamic words at the worship

For those who have attended many 
triennials, it was great to see friends 
from other parts of the country and 
around the world. And the Ra’ah 
Village provided opportunities to 
support fair trade as we shopped.

Reflections 

continued from page 2

• as “ministers of word and sacrament” and “ministers of word and 
service,” and to promote support for the ELCA Fund for Leaders.

• Requested the executive board constitutional committee consider a 
constitutional change to allow up to two SWO board members to be 
from the same congregation.   We will be busy taking up the challenge 
to boldly stand with one another to meet these challenges. We have 
chosen to focus our energy on working with other agencies to address 
the issue of human trafficking this year. At least one cluster already has 
plans for their fall meeting on this topic. Our February Soup Luncheon 
will also focus on the topic.  

We will continue to assist the SPAS Racial Justice work group in standing 
against Neo-Nazis, white supremacists, and the KKK. Hate begets hate 
and violence begets violence. Every speaker at Convention and the 
Gathering spoke about things we can do to stand with the vulnerable, 
walk shoulder to shoulder, and educate ourselves and our churches to be 
brothers and sisters to those who are often not seen or heard. We must 
set an example by acting as Jesus would. We cannot stand idly by while 
violence plays out around us. We must take a stand with the vulnerable, 
call out evil and not walk safely away. We know that only love and respect 
for all our brothers and sisters will change hearts. Now to put it into 
practice! Lord, help us be the disciples you call us to be!

To continue your present subscription or to begin receiving Bridges please send $5.00/year and this form to: 
Lois Berg, 3912 Roosevelt St. NE, Saint Anthony, MN 55421.  
For more information call Lois at 763-789-9113 or lois_berg@comcast.net       

Name _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________

City __________________________________________________________ State __________ Zip ________________ 

Congregation/City _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Renewal ___    New Subscription ___        $5.00/year         Enclosed $_________ for ___ Year(s) 

Change of Address   Yes___   No ___   Phone ________________________   Email ___________________________ 

Your mailing label should indicate an expiration date. Please renew when necessary.  
Checks should be made payable to: W/ELCA Saint Paul Area Synod 

North Emanuel closing after 126 years 

After much prayer and discernment, North Emanuel Lutheran 
Church, 301 Hatch Ave, Saint Paul, will close with a final worship service 
at 2 pm on Sunday, September 17. Founded in 1891 by an immigrant 
generation, North Emanuel has been an anchor for religious and 
community life in the North End for 126 years. Join us as we gather with 
members and Pastor Listen Thompson for their final service followed by 
a time of fellowship.
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Bridges is published four times a year. Submit articles, information and photos for the Winter 2017/2018 issue by November 15 
to: Carolyn Sampson cafsampson@gmail.com (651) 470-3937. 

Subscription information Lois Berg lois_berg@comcast.net  |  (763) 789-9113  |  3912 Roosevelt St. NE, Saint Anthony, MN 55421 

A PDF of Bridges is emailed to all churches in the Saint Paul Area Synod. Please distribute this newsletter to the women of 
your church, either by attaching it to your own newsletter online, by providing a link for it on your website, or by hard copy. If 
your church is not receiving the PDF, please contact Tricia Niesche tricia.niesche@gmail.com 

Thank you to the Saint Area Synod for providing this service! 

WHEN 
September 17, 2:00 pm 
September 23, 4:00-7:00 pm 
October 7, 10:00 am 
October 7, 8:30 am-2 pm 
October 21, 9:30-11:15 am 
October 21 
October 26, 6:30 pm  
December 2, 9 am-3 pm 
May 4-5

WHAT 
Final Worship Service 
Local Mission Celebration 
North Cluster Meeting 
Annual Craft and Bake Sale  
South Central Cluster Meeting 
South East Cluster Meeting 
East & North Central Clusters Meeting 
Global Mission Craft Sale 
SWO Convention

WHERE  
North Emanuel, St. Paul 
Christ the King, New Brighton 
Faith, Forest Lake 
Luther Memorial, South St Paul 
Arlington Hills, St Paul 
 
Our Savior’s, Stillwater 
St. Mark’s, North St. Paul 
Christ Lutheran, Lake Elmo

Upcoming Events
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