
 

Minneapolis Area Synod and Saint Paul Area Synod 

Children, Youth, and Family Leadership Team 

 

Working mission statement: To support, encourage, enhance, and develop children, youth, 
and family ministries as they effectively share the good news of Jesus Christ. 
 

The steering committee will do this by… 

Listening to the hopes, needs, and desires of the area congregations and the two 
synods 

Responding to what we hear through events, resource and information sharing, and 
through other means as they present themselves. 

 

Currently, we listen implicitly through word of mouth, networks, and 
communications with the synods. We have traditionally responded with 
events. Formalizing this process is recommended as a focus for the near 
future. 

 

Our short-term focus (approx. 3 years) 

The CYF Committee will establish clearer means by which we engage in purposeful 
listening and develop/reform responses to what we hear. 

This may entail choosing a particular area of focus that comes to the fore in 
our intentional listening and engaging the focus are through events, resource 
sharing, and other opportunities. 

Additionally, we will continue to coordinate the events that have 
historically been effective parts of our life together (welcome 
breakfast, extravaganza luncheon, Ascension Day Breakfast, etc) 

 

Since we have narrowed our focus to listening and responding to the hopes, needs, and 
desires of congregations and the two synods, members’ individual jobs will now entail 
listening and reflecting between meetings. Meetings will include a discussion of what we 
have heard, deciding on recommendations for response, and planning events that address 
the hopes, needs, and desires of area ministries.  
 

Saint Paul Area Synod Website: please fill out our info form! www.spas-
elca.org/resources/for-congregations/cyfm 

 

Facebook Group: Twin Cities CYF ELCA: www.facebook.com/groups/588950331530133 

 

Team Members: 
SPAS: Jen Collins, Michael Jordan, Jen Rome, Rebecca Immich Sullivan 

MAS: Kris Knigge Bjorke, Paul Erdmann, Lonna Field, John Hulden, Maggie Jones, Stephanie 
Jenkins Leudtke, Julie Vagle 
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