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Part One: 

 

What is stewardship?  

By Rev. Dr. Ryan Brodin, Abiding Savior Lutheran Church 

 

1. What is Stewardship? 

 

i. Definitions of stewardship: 

 

a. What we do after we say we believe 

b. Begins after we give 10% 

c. What we do with what God has entrusted to us 

d. Sharing our time, talents, and resources 

e. Others? 

 

2. What is a steward?  

 

ii. Stewardship does not only mean asking people for money! 

1. Time-volunteering, sharing, caring 

2. Talents-using our gifts (II Cor. 12-body of Christ) 

 

b. Stewardship basics: 

 

i. It all belongs to God 

1. Not a gift-no change of possession occurs 

2. Cannot take it with you! 

3. God created everything, lets us use some of it for awhile 

 

ii. Givers need to give, not churches need to receive (II Cor. 8:13-15) 

1. God does not need your money! 

2. God wants your heart! 

3. Generosity is an act of faith and trust in God 

 

iii. Portrait of a biblical giver (From Pastor Chick Lane*) 

1. Intentional-have a plan-pledge cards! 

2. Regular-Easier to write twelve $100 checks then one $1200 check 

3. Generous-Of course 

4. First-Not what’s left over (Deut. 26-1-2) 

5. Proportional (II Corinthians 8:1-4) 

6. Cheerful-not paying taxes or fees, but joyfully sharing! (II Cor. 

9:6-8) 

 

*Ask, Thank, Tell by Charles “Chick” Lane 



c. Stories vs. numbers (budgets) 

 

i. Inspire people to be generous, don’t tell them or lecture them 

1. You should…You ought to be…What’s the matter with you? Give 

more or we will cut the staff! 

2. Budgets and numbers do not inspire people 

a. Ever been inspired by a spreadsheet?  

b. Ever been inspired by a story? 

3. Tell people what you are going to do with their gift 

a. Have a plan (a vision/mission) and share it 

 

ii. Celebrate generosity!  

1. Tell the stories of generosity when you see them 

2. Share stories of what God has done and is doing in your 

congregation and how these ministries are supported by generosity.  

 

d. Stewardship in your lives and your congregations (discussion): 

 

i. What inspires you to share? 

 

ii. What does stewardship look like and feel like in your congregation? 

 


